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President’s Letter

The Future is Now Meeting, can approve a dues increase. It is my goal
at the next annual meeting in May 2010 to ask our
members to vote to approve an increase in Bar
dues (currently $150 per year). The specifics of the
proposal have yet to be determined. I intend to rely
heavily on input from the MCB Board of Directors,
Executive Committee, Finance Committee,
Strategic Planning Committee and Bar Facilities
Committee. The Mecklenburg Bar Foundation will
also play a significant role, as will the MCB
Executive Director and Bar staff. The process will
be as open and transparent as it can be.

In the interim, I expect there will be discussion
and debate regarding the need for a dues increase,
the amount and timing of the increase, and related
issues. I encourage open and honest debate about
what is best for our Bar. I hope that in the course of
this debate we can all learn from the ongoing
health care reform debate. Without full disclosure of
the plan, there is fear and suspicion. Without
respectful and honest debate, there is anger and
chaos.

I am a one-term President. I am not seeking
re-election. I do not have any hidden agendas. I
am a fiscal conservative. I understand that not all
lawyers have the same financial resources and that
each may be impacted differently by a dues
increase. I appreciate that lawyers of good will and
good intention may have legitimate philosophical
differences regarding the scope of the MCB’s reach
and mission (akin to the big government versus
small government debate). However, I have a
sworn obligation to protect our Bar and its
members and to prepare for the future health and
well-being of our Bar. The future is now.

purchased in 1993, MCB membership has nearly
doubled, as have demands for CLE and other MCB
services. This growth has dramatically increased the
MCB’s staffing and space needs. The current Bar
Center, as charming as it is, can no longer support
our growing needs.

The situation has led us to ask whether we
should continue to invest the Bar’s finite resources to
maintain an aging and marginally adequate Bar
facility, or whether the Bar is better served by
considering other alternatives. For the past two years,
the Bar and the Bar Foundation have studied this
issue and concluded that the Bar needs at least
13,000 square feet of office and meeting space, more
than twice what we now have. Our Bar Facilities
Committee has reviewed and considered various
options from expanding our current facility to
leasing, purchasing or even building a new Bar
Center. The real issue is no longer whether we do
something, but when and where.

Amidst these discussions, one question that has
received less attention, but which is equally
important, is how we pay for it. The answer to this
question is one which strikes fear in the heart of
every Bar President, including this one. It touches
upon the “third rail” of MCB politics. Not since
2001—nearly a decade ago—has the issue been
seriously debated or considered. A dues increase.
There. I said it. A dues increase. The Bar needs to
consider a dues increase to pay for a new or expanded
Bar Center and to meet the ever growing needs of
our Bar.

A dues increase cannot be imposed upon the
Bar. Only the MCB members, at the Annual

One of my goals as the
Mecklenburg County Bar
President is to place more
emphasis on strategic
planning. My experience in
whatever organization I
have been affiliated with—

from the U.S. Army to my law firm to various non-
profit boards—is that each organization recognizes
the significance of strategic planning, but few want
to do it. Strategic planning is hard work. It takes a
great deal of thought and effort, and it does not
provide the immediate gratification we all crave.

The MCB is no different when it comes to
strategic planning. Our organization, and in
particular the President, is hard-wired to focus
primarily on the issues at hand and let the next guy
or gal worry about the future. There tends to be a
“one and done” and “let’s just make it through the
year” mentality.

Let me make it clear that I am not advocating
a repeal on term limits. The current one-year term
for MCB President is just fine, thank you.
Although there are drawbacks to having term
limits, there are also benefits. Term limits can
empower elected leaders to make tough decisions.
To recommend bold action. To challenge the status
quo. All without the constraint of being politically
correct or needing to worry about re-election.

One of the foremost strategic issues facing our
Bar today is the need for a newer, bigger and better
Bar Center. There can be little debate that the
MCB’s existing 5,900 square foot Bar Center is no
longer adequate. Since the current Bar Center was

Patrick E. Kelly,
MCB President

BY CHARLES KELLER, JR.,
COMMUNITY ACCESS & OUTREACH

ADMINISTRATOR

During our current budget crisis, many of our
judges have gone above and beyond what is required
of them as public servants. Realizing the gravity of
the current Administrative Office of the Courts
(AOC) budget situation, several of our local
emergency judges stepped up to the plate and
volunteered their time on the bench to ensure court
sessions were covered in times of need.

Starting in mid-April, the AOC suspended the
use of emergency judges unless the money had been
previously committed or a grant was funding the
work being performed by the judge. The suspension
came as part of an effort of the governor to resolve a
deficient state budget by cutting the AOC’s payroll
budget by 95 percent in March. Emergency judges are
retirees who are often needed on a part-time basis to
oversee court proceedings for judges who are ill or on
vacation. They have the same authority and function
in the same capacity as sitting judges. Statewide,
there are 25 emergency judges for Superior Court and
59 for District Court. According to Sharon Gladwell,
spokesperson for the AOC, emergency judges serving

on the Superior Court bench volunteered for 18
weeks and District Court judges donated a total of
120 sessions (approximately 18 weeks) of free work to
the state through July 31. As of August 2009, the
State realized a cost savings of approximately
$100,000 due to the donated time for Superior and
District Court combined. “During August, District
and Superior Court Judges will volunteer 40 days of
work statewide,” said Gladwell. That breaks down to
4 days in Superior Court and 36 in District Court.
Emergency judges are paid a flat rate of $400 per day,
plus the cost of their travel and meals. According to
Ms. Gladwell, even before the budget crisis, many
emergency judges chose not to submit their expense
receipts for reimbursement. During FY07-08,
approximately $1 million was spent paying
emergency judges.

Locally, emergency District Court Judges include
the Honorable Jane V. Harper, the Honorable Resa
Harris, the Honorable Nancy Norelli, the Honorable
Hugh Campbell, the Honorable Jerome Leonard, and
former Chief District Court Judge Fritz Y. Mercer, Jr.
In a memo from AOC Director Judge John W. Smith
dated July 31, Judge Norelli indicated, “I am happy to
serve for free on any assignments.” In that same
memo, Judge Campbell said, “It seems to me that this

is the least we can do as Emergency Judges to keep
the system running.” For Superior Court, the late
Honorable Clifton Johnson worked two weeks in
Mecklenburg and one week in a neighboring county
before he passed away and the Honorable Michael
Beale worked one full week. Both judges worked
without being paid for their time on the bench.

Chief District Court Judge Lisa Bell is very
grateful for the efforts of these judges. "If not for the
dedication of these true public servants, dozens of
Mecklenburg County court hours would have gone
unutilized and literally hundreds of cases would have
had to be continued in the past four months. These
judges have my deepest gratitude."

In a bleak time when we have all had to make
sacrifices, the dedication of our judges is inspirational.
“I cannot let this week end without recognizing
judges who have donated their time so that our
courts could operate during this very stressful time,”
AOC Director Judge John Smith wrote July 31. “I
hope we can soon end the need for these fine public
servants to work without pay,” he added. “I am
certain I speak for many when I say ‘thank you' for
going the extra mile.”

Local Judges Go the Extra Mile
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Consider the MCB CLE Advantage

Your Bar offers high-quality, incredibly
convenient and cost-effective Continuing
Legal Education programs right here in
Mecklenburg County. The feedback on our
accreditation and evaluation forms
consistently rates our training as excellent.
We offer live and prerecorded CLEs at the
Mecklenburg County Bar (MCB) Center, local
sites, and even at your own office. You can
also view our online programs right at your
desk–24/7. Our programs are competitively
priced with rarely any additional long-
distance travel expenses. Our customer
service is friendly, competent, and
knowledgeable. Support your local Bar by
getting your CLE credits through the courses
listed.

In-House Video Replays

You can bring CLE video replays to your firm
by contacting Lisa Armanini at
larmanini@meckbar.org or CLE Assistant
Sally Kenney at skenney@meckbar.org. At
least three attorneys must view the course,
and Lisa or Sally need at least 30 days
notice. Video replay hours do not count
towards the four-hour online allotment.

Online Programs

Online CLE Programs are available on
demand, 24 hours a day at
www.meckbar.org. The N.C. State Bar
allows up to four hours of online courses
annually–video and live programs do not
count towards that total. The MCB endorses
Education Over the Net as our online hosting
service. Customer service line 800/590-
6867.

Annual Pass

Purchase a CLE Annual Pass for $695 and
get up to 24 hours of CLE credits. Program
materials are yours at no additional cost and
State Bar CLE fees are paid for you. After
you have reached the 24 hour limit, you may
purchase additional CLE courses for $30 an
hour. Valid from 7/1/09 to 6/30/10. The CLE
Annual Pass does not include online
programming or courses running more than
12 hours in length. Non-transferable.

Keys for Successful Trust Account
Practices
CLE Credit: 2.0 General hours
Date: Thursday, October 8, 2009
Time: Registration 12:00 p.m.

Program: 12:30 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.
Location: MCB Center
Fees: $120 attorney rate;

$60 paralegal rate

Public Defenders Conference and CLE
Training
CLE Credit: 12.0 Total hours
Date: Thursday, October 8 and Friday

October 9, 2009
Time: Registration 8:30 a.m.

Program: 9:00 a.m. to 4:45 p.m.
each day

Location: TCA Training Room 4th floor,
Charlotte Mecklenburg Courthouse

Fees: $90 Entire Conference or $10 per
PD and Council of Children’s Rights
attorneys;
$325 attorney rate or $30 per hour

Just Because You’re a Lawyer…
Doesn’t Make You Interesting
CLE Credit: 3.0 General hours
Thursday, October 15, 2009
Time: Registration 8:30 a.m.

Program: 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Location: TCA Training Room 4th floor,

Charlotte Mecklenburg Courthouse
Fees: $175 attorney rate;

$75 paralegal rate

Simple Wills and End of Life Planning
Documents
CLE Credit: 3.0 General hours
Date: Friday, October 23, 2009
Time: Registration 8:30 a.m.

Program: 9:00 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.
Location: MCB center
Fees: $90 attorney rate: $45 paralegal

rate and pro bono attorney rate

Emotional Resilience in Stressful Times
CLE Credit: 1.0 Mental Health hour
Date: Friday, October 30, 2009
Time: Registration: 12:00 p.m.

Program: 12:30 p.m. to 1:30 p.m.
Location: MCB Center
Fees: $75 attorney rate;

$35 paralegal rate

Do You Manage Stress OR Does Stress
Manage You? Rethinking Stress
Management for the Lawyer & the Firm
CLE Credit: 1.0 Mental Health hour + 0.5 Ethics

hour
Dates: Monday, November 2 and Monday,

December 14, 2009
Time: Registration 8:30 a.m.

Program: 9:00 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.
Location: MCB Center
Fees: $90 attorney rate;

$45 paralegal rate

Put Into Practice: Management Tips for
Your Firm
CLE Credit: 2.0 General hours + 1.0 Ethics hour
Date: Thursday, November 5, 2009
Time: Registration 8:30 a.m.

Program: 9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Location: Crowne Plaza Hotel
Fees: $135 attorney rate;

$60 paralegal rate

Construction Law
CLE Credit: 4.0 General hours
Date: Wednesday, November 11, 2009
Time: Registration 8:30 a.m.

Program: 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Location: MCB Center
Fees: $190 attorney rate:

$85 paralegal rate

What You Need to Know About Divisible
Property: MCB Family Law Section Seminar
CLE Credit: 4.0 hours
Date: Thursday, November 12, 2009
Time: Registration 12:00 p.m.

Program: 12:30 p.m. to 4:45 p.m.
Location: Junior League of Charlotte
Fees: $175 attorney rate;

$150 MCB Family Law Section rate;
$75 paralegal rate

Conservation Easements
CLE Credit: 3.0 General hours
Date: Friday, November 13, 2009
Time: Registration 8:30 a.m.

Program: 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Location: MCB Center
Fees: $175 attorney rate;

$90 paralegal rate

9th Banking and Finance Forum
CLE Credit: 6.0 General hours
Date: Friday, November 20, 2009
Time: Registration 8:30 a.m.

Program: 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Location: International Trade Center
Fees: $295 Attorney Rate;

$135 Paralegal Rate

Live Programs
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EDITORIAL POLICY

The Mecklenburg Bar News accepts editorial and
advertising material of general legal interest to the
practicing Bar of the 26th Judicial District. The implicit
purposes of the newsletter, website, and related methods of
communication are to educate members of the
Mecklenburg County Bar and to create and maintain
shared communication with its members. The
Communications Committee reserves the right to accept,
reject, or edit all material.

DISCLAIMER Efforts will be made to provide
information of interest that is timely, accurate, and
relevant to the legal community. The Mecklenburg
County Bar is not responsible for misprints, typographical
errors, or misinformation in The Mecklenburg Bar News.
The views and opinions are not necessarily those of the
26th Judicial District Bar.

Communications Committee: Tricia Derr, Chair,
Judge Bob Johnston, Mike Daisley, Alan Edmonds, Will
Esser, Jon Goldberg, Allison Karp, Charles Keller, Rhea
Kelley, John Lassiter, Phillip Lewis, Nancy Roberson,
Michael Shor, Russ Traw

Nominations Sought for
Ayscue Professionalism Award

Nominations are being sought for the Mecklenburg Bar Foundation’s 2009 Ayscue Professionalism
Award. The award will be presented at the Law & Society Luncheon on November 19, 2009.

The Ayscue Professionalism Award recognizes exemplary professionalism, as broadly defined.
Criteria may include one or more of the following:
• Outstanding service through or on behalf of the Mecklenburg County Bar or the Mecklenburg Bar

Foundation for the benefit of the legal community or the community at large.

• Substantial and significant service to the community, to the Bar, or to the justice system, whether on
the basis of lifetime contributions or a specific project.

• Embodiment of the traits to which all attorneys should aspire: high ethical standards, model conduct,
unquestioned integrity, and consistent competence.

Nominations should be sent by October 16, 2009, to Nancy Roberson, Executive Director,
Mecklenburg Bar Foundation, 438 Queens Road, Charlotte, NC 28207.
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After a catastrophe it’s hard to know where to start.  
Let Nationwide® be your �rst step.

Sometimes you need more than an 
insurance agent, you need a friend.

Convenient to Downtown Charlotte. We’ll come to you.

THANKS for Making Us 
#1 in North Carolina.

Paul McArthur
McArthur Insurance Agency, Inc. 
1850 East 3rd St., Suite 210, Charlotte
375-5450
mcarthp@nationwide.com
www.mcarthurinsurance.com

 

American Bar Association

2009 Chicago Annual Meeting
BY EDWARD T. HINSON, JR.,

MECKLENBURG COUNTY BAR DELEGATE

The ABA held its Annual Meeting July 30 -
August 4, 2009 in Chicago. A lot goes on at an
Annual ABA meeting, and I will not attempt to tell
the whole story. The “Program Book” which lists the
CLE programs, Committee and Subcommittee
meetings, Section and Division meetings and forums,
and provides other relevant information about the
meeting is 287 pages. The book publishing the initial
reports and recommendations to the ABA House of
Delegates is 400 pages. The entire proceedings of the
House of Delegates can be viewed on the archive
section of the ABA web site. If you have never
attended an ABA meeting, it is an opportunity to
get two years worth of CLE in one meeting and to
learn about what is going on nationally in your
practice area.

I attended the 2009 Annual Meeting of the
ABA from August 1-4 as the delegate from the
Mecklenburg County Bar. Because of our size,
Mecklenburg and Wake County bars each have a
voting delegate to the ABA House of Delegates.

The opening assembly was held on August 1 in
the historic Orchestra Hall at Chicago Symphony
Center. After welcoming remarks from ABA
President Tommy Wells and Illinois Governor
Patrick Quinn and a stirring reading from Abraham
Lincoln’s “Notes from a Law Lecture,” the keynote
address was delivered by Retired Supreme Court
Justice David Souter. Souter’s message was passionate,
well thought out and compelling. He called upon the
ABA and the organized bar to support a return to
civics education in the interest of preserving our
system of government.

He cited a recent survey which indicated that
two of three Americans cannot name the three
branches of government. The most frequent wrong
answer was “democrat, republican and independent.”
Souter questioned how United States citizens can
understand the importance of an independent
judiciary when most don’t understand the role of the
judiciary. The lack of civic literacy has wide ranging
negative implications.

President Tommy Wells and incoming President
Carolyn Lamm were supportive of the call from
Souter for the ABA to support civics education. The
ABA has various initiatives to encourage civics
education and you will be hearing more about what
you can do to support this important initiative.

Attorney General Eric Holder addressed the
House of Delegates on Monday afternoon. He called
for reduced dependence on incarceration as a

solution to crime, pointing out that the United
States has the highest rate of incarceration of any
country in the world, with one of every one hundred
adults in America currently incarcerated.

One of the more personally stirring moments for
me during the ABA House of Delegates meeting was
the presentation of awards to outstanding lawyers
who have spent their lives in distinguished service to
the profession, society, and clients. Bill Gates, Sr., a
founder of K&L Gates and father to Microsoft
Chairman Bill Gates, Jr. was given the ABA medal
for a lifetime of impressive service. The citation
setting forth Gates’ accomplishments and his
acceptance speech is on the ABA web site and worth
viewing. Access to justice has been a lifetime passion
for Gates. In his remarks he eloquently called for
continuing support for legal services organizations.

Outgoing President Wells summed up the
activities of the ABA during his term of office. He
stressed that the ABA is the national voice for
lawyers on issues of interest to the profession, and our
work through the ABA makes a difference. This past
year, the Connecticut Governor targeted the IOLTA
funds of the Connecticut State Bar for seizure to
meet general budget shortfalls. The State Bar seemed
outgunned on the issue. The ABA mobilized support,
and the Governor backed down. The ABA has
spoken out on issues of judicial independence and in
support of fair and independent state courts.
Internationally, the ABA supported Pakistan’s
lawyers when they stood against the military, and for
preservation of the rule of law in that troubled
country.

While most of us have more than enough to do
to take care of our clients and families and devote
some time to local and state bar activities, the ABA
has many opportunities for service. Your area of
practice probably has a section or forum which could
put you to work if you are interested. Visit the ABA
web site to explore the opportunities available to
ABA members.

Mecklenburg
County
Teen Court
Assistance League of Charlotte

BY HON. HUGH B. LEWIS

Members of the Mecklenburg County Bar
(MCB) have been actively supporting Teen Court
since its inception in 1997. Teen Court is an
alternative to traditional Juvenile Court.

Teen Court meets twice each month (with
members of the MCB volunteering their time to
preside over the court sessions). The defendants are
youth between the ages of 10 and 15 who have no
previous convictions and admit their guilt. The
sentencing jury is comprised of teens. The attorneys
are also teens who have been trained to handle both
the prosecution and defense.

Some of these teens are volunteers, but many are
past defendants. Sitting on the sentencing jury is part
of sanctions of Teen Court. The “jury duty” helps
teens develop an understanding of thinking before
acting over a broad spectrum of behavior not just the
particular act that brought a particular teen to court.

Teen Court works. There is only a 5.6% recidivism
rate for Teen Court defendants.

The program needs additional attorney
volunteers to help train “teen attorneys” and assist
them in preparing their cases for the jury. Another
volunteer opportunity involves working with the jury,
advising the youth during deliberations as they
determine the constructive sentence that will be a
learning experience for the defendant.

For more information about the Teen Court
program and what you can do to assist, please contact
one of the Teen Court co-chairmen:
• Marsha Coppinger, 704-314-0843,

dallascopp@bellsouth.net

• Jane Rosinski, 704-534-0561,
wrosinski@bellsouth.net

Program details are available on the Assistance
League website, www.charlotte.assistanceleague.org.

You may well be the mentor for a budding
attorney. An example of this “budding attorney” story
is Mica Linh Nguyen an attorney at Cranfill, Sumner
& Hartzog, LLP. Ms. Nguyen began her trek to being
a lawyer when she became involved with Teen Court
back at the age of 13. Ms. Nguyen’s experience is best
summed up by her own statement. “Teen Court has
been a huge influence on my life. It solidified my
desire to pursue a career in the legal field as well as
gave me an opportunity to bolster my analytical skills
and public speaking skills.”

Are you paying too much for  

Malpractice Insurance? 

Louise M. Paglen, Esq.  

is Pleased to Announce the Opening of   

 

louise@intelisure.com 
www.intel i sure.com 

 

Office Space
Available

Furnished office space(s) available
for lease at Morehead Street location

of established law firm.
Phones and technology
in place to be shared.

Free parking for occupants
and clients, also convenient

to light rail and uptown.
Contact Office Manager at

704/347-0000.
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