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By Carl Horn III & 
Allain C. Andry IV, Co-Chairs

Kenneth R. Feinberg, whose larger-than-life
engagements of late have included serving as Special
Master of the September 11th Victim Compensation
Fund, as Special Master for TARP Executive
Compensation (a.k.a. “Pay Czar”) and as
Administrator of the BP Deepwater Disaster
Compensation Fund, will be the keynote speaker at
the 21st annual Law & Society Luncheon on
Thursday, March 10, 2011. Mr. Feinberg joins a long
line of distinguished leaders who have keynoted the
Law & Society Luncheon, including Attorneys
General Griffin Bell and Janet Reno, Justice Antonin
Scalia, Ralph Nader, Michael Chertoff, Nina
Totenburg and Harvard Law Professor Arthur Miller.

Mr. Feinberg has chosen as the topic of his
remarks "The BP Oil Spill Fund – How The Law
Responds To Unprecedented Tragedies."

Mr. Feinberg is widely considered one of the
world’s leading experts on alternative dispute
resolution. In addition to the engagements noted
above, Mr. Feinberg served as Chief Administrator
of the Hokie Spirit Memorial Fund following the
2007 shootings at Virginia Tech, as Administrator of
the Alternative Dispute Resolution Program
following Hurricane Katrina and as the mediator of
a class action brought by 250,000 Vietnam War
veterans against the manufacturer of Agent Orange.
These and other engagements have earned him a
nickname of sorts:  the “Master of Disasters.”

Mr. Feinberg’s honors and civic engagements are
numerous. To mention only a few, he was named
“Lawyer of the Year” by the National Law Journal in
2004 and has been included in that publication’s list
of “The 100 Most Influential Lawyers in America”
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Events That Matter!
The advent of a new year ushers in the

privilege of presenting several of the

Mecklenburg County Bar’s and the

Mecklenburg Bar Foundation’s signature

events. As winter turns to spring, we set

about the business of paying tribute to our

profession and deserving MCB members,

educating the public on the importance of

the rule of law and acknowledging the

critical role lawyers play in society. 

On February 3, we kickoff the 2011

MCB/MBF Bar Leadership Institute (BLI). BLI is a leadership

development program established in 2001 and designed to identify and

encourage leaders within the MCB. It affords participating attorneys the

opportunity to develop their personal leadership potential, pursue

leadership opportunities with the MCB and local community, consider

pressing Bar and community issues with peers and presenters and

develop a spirit of lasting collegiality with their fellow participants.

Facilitators guide participants through a multi-month program of

coaching and leadership development. To benefit the Bar and the

community, each BLI class must choose a specific service project(s) to

be implemented the year following graduation. It is especially

noteworthy that BLI is made possible in large part only through the

generous and long-standing financial support of the MBF. Please contact

BLI Chair Aretha V. Blake for more information about BLI.   

In Grutter v. Bollinger, the Supreme Court acknowledged that

educational benefits flow from a diverse law school environment.

Somewhat paradoxically, the Great Recession caused massive associate

layoffs, nudged partners out the door and reduced or eliminated

recruitment programs, but it also spawned a record number of LSAT

takers and law school applicants. And although law schools reportedly

added about 3,000 seats for first-year students from 1993 to 2008, both

the percentage and the number of African-American and Mexican-

American law students declined in that period even though students in

both groups improved their grades and LSAT scores. Having debuted in

2006, the MCB’s Diversity Day Conference is a legal career pipeline

program that starts at the high school and undergraduate level to help

infuse the pipeline with diverse candidates. Students and parents learn

about the law school process and the roles of lawyers in society through

three panel discussions: Getting to Law School; Getting through Law

School; and To Be or Not To Be a Lawyer. Keynote speakers inspire the

students, and participants can engage in one-on-one discussions with

lawyers, judges and law students. Law school admissions

representatives from NC and SC participate, offering admissions advice

and written materials. Contact Diversity Day Chair Marion A. Cowell Jr.

for more information on this year’s program scheduled for February 12,

2011 at Johnson C. Smith University. 

In 1995, the MBF established the James B. McMillan Fellowship Fund

in honor of the late Judge McMillan’s service as a federal district court

judge in the tumultuous civil rights era. The McMillan Fund advances the

administration of justice by awarding summer fellowships to law students

who work locally in not-for-profit and state and federal governmental

agencies. It has awarded 50 fellowships to deserving students. The

McMillan Fund’s annual dinner also showcases the MCB’s annual Julius

L. Chambers Diversity Champion Award. Established in 2008, the

Diversity Champion Award recognizes an individual who embodies

high ethical standards, unquestioned integrity, consistent competence

and who champions diversity in the legal profession. Together they

acknowledge the instrumental roles Judge McMillan and Julius Chambers

played in contributing to the dismantling of racial segregation in public

schools, in the seminal case of Swann v. Charlotte-Mecklenburg Board of

Education. Please contact The Honorable Albert Diaz, Randel E. Phillips

and Kristi K. Walters for more information on this year’s programs

scheduled for February 24, 2011. 

The annual MCB/MBF Law & Society Luncheon allows us to celebrate

the role of law in society through a program open to the public. This

year’s keynote speaker, renowned lawyer and mediator Kenneth Feinberg

– recently dubbed the “Master of Disaster” – is sure to bring a unique

perspective and keep us glued to our seats with insights into the 9/11

attacks, the BP oil spill and much more. Fittingly, during the luncheon we

also present the MBF's highest honor, the Asycue Professionalism Award.

Established in 2004 in honor of the life-long contributions of E. Osborne

Asycue, Jr. to the legal profession and beyond, this annual award goes to

a current or former member of the MCB to recognize exemplary profession-

alism, which may include outstanding service on behalf of the MCB or

the MBF for the benefit of the legal community or the community at large.

We look forward to honoring another pillar of the MCB. Please contact

Law & Society Co-chairs Allain C. Andry IV and Hon. Carl Horn III for

more information on this year’s luncheon scheduled for March 10, 2011. 

In May, we will celebrate Law Day. Established in 1958 by President

Dwight D. Eisenhower, Law Day occurs on May 1 and celebrates our

liberties and the ideals of equality and justice under law. This year’s

national theme, The Legacy of John Adams, from Boston to Guantanamo,

honors our nation's first lawyer-president and his belief that lawyers are

obligated to take on unpopular and controversial causes, such as Adams’

representation of the British officer and soldiers charged with firing into

a crowd of protestors and killing five civilians in the "Boston Massacre."

More to come on this celebration. In the interim, please contact Co-

chairs Valecia M. McDowell and The Honorable David C. Keelser about

this year’s program to be held during the week of May 2, 2011. 

These events exemplify the highest ideals of the MCB and the MBF.

They honor our legal profession and MCB members who have

contributed mightily to it. Please visit www.MeckBar.org to learn more,

and make plans now for you and members of your firms and

organizations to participate. 

A. Todd Brown 
MCB President

From The President
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Upcoming Events
Details and registration information at www.MeckBar.org or 704/375-8624

When it comes to choosing a bank to help turn your possibilities into realities,

you want a partner you can trust – someone who takes the time to know you,

someone with the knowledge to offer sound advice,

someone who can give you the confidence to create your path forward.

That partner is RBC Bank.

Ben Chambers
Commercial Banker  

200 Providence Road, Charlotte, NC 28207
(704) 686-1912 | ben.chambers@rbc.com

® RBC Bank (USA) 2010. Member FDIC. Equal Opportunity Employer. ® Registered trademark of Royal Bank of Canada. Used under license. RBC Bank is a trade name of
RBC Bank (USA) and its branch offices operate under this trade name.

Saturday, February 12
Diversity Day Conference – A conference for minority undergraduate & high school students
interested in a career in the law. Remarks provided by keynote speaker Harriett T. Smalls,
attorney at Smith Moore Leatherwood LLP. Local attorneys, judges, law school admissions
representatives and law school students will also be present. Free to attend, lunch provided
to all preregistered attendees. Johnson C. Smith University; Grimes Lounge; 10:30 a.m. –
2:30 p.m.  

Tuesday, February 16
Coffee Connections – Free networking event for attorneys in solo/small firms - whether you are
just opening, considering expanding or looking for an opportunity to mingle. Gather informally
with colleagues and gain valuable resources. MCB Center (438 Queens Road); 5 p.m. - 7 p.m.

Thursday, February 24
McMillan Fund Dinner – The annual dinner is both the McMillan Fund’s principal fundraiser and
the setting for the Mecklenburg County Bar’s Julius L. Chambers Diversity Champion Award. The
dinner will feature remarks by Leslie Winner and the presentation of the MCB Chambers
Diversity Champion Award. Byron’s South End, 101 West Worthington Ave.; 6 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Registration deadline: Feb. 18.

Thursday, March 3
Lawyers Luncheon Series – Join your colleagues at a regular monthly lunch meeting to eat,
socialize and hear remarks from a speaker. The March luncheon will feature remarks from Jim
Strother, Wells Fargo General Counsel. First Presbyterian (200 W. Trade Street); 12:15-1:15
p.m.; $10/person.

Thursday, March 10
Law & Society Luncheon – The annual luncheon where lawyers enjoy good fellowship, an
inspiring message, and support the good work of the Mecklenburg Bar Foundation. The keynote
address will be provided by “Master of Disasters” Kenneth Feinberg. The luncheon will also
feature the presentation of the Mecklenburg Bar Foundation’s highest honor, the Ayscue
Professionalism Award. Hilton City Center (222 E. Third Street); 12 p.m.; $35/person for
lunch only or $75/person for lunch and 1 hour CLE credit.

Order extra

copies of the

2010-11 MCB

Membership

Directory
The 2010-11 MCB Membership Directory*

is a critical reference tool for you and your
staff. As an MCB member, you will receive one
copy of the MCB Membership Directory at no
cost in early March.  Be sure to order extra
copies for your office staff and paralegals at
www.MeckBar.org.

Here's how legal staff use their copies of
the Directory:

The Mecklenburg County Bar Membership
Directory is a must-have resource for all
legal support staff! No other legal publication
provides a more user friendly and valuable
reference tool than our MCB Directory. It is
so much more than an attorney phone
directory – it provides instant access to
contact numbers, addresses, and e-mails for
County, State, and Federal Agencies as well
as a detailed floor-by-floor map of our
County Courthouse. The MCB Directory
enables me, as a legal support staff, to
provide quick, accurate, and detailed
information to my attorneys and is a great
time-saving resource tool in my work day.

Carla Brafford, CLA, NCCP
Womble Carlyle Sandridge & Rice, PLLC

* The 2010-11 MCB Membership Directory
is NOT the pictorial directory – this will be
published in 2012. 

MCB Basketball

League

The Mecklenburg County Bar Basketball
League will begin its 2011 season in late
February/early March 2011.  Games will
be played at the Harris YMCA.  If you're
interested in participating, please contact
Matt Arnold at ra@arnoldsmithlaw.com or
Nick Allmon at  nallmon@rbh.com as
soon as possible!  



By Camille Stell

The new year is the perfect time for a

fresh start and to put a new plan in place. If

you want to grow your law practice, what

will you do in 2011 to market your firm?

One new year’s resolution is to learn

about social media. A blog is nothing more

than a law firm newsletter online. Tweeting is

an even shorter version of your newsletter.

There’s more to it than that, but not much.

You can spend a little time reading some

articles about whether social media is right

for you and then ask any 14 year-old that

you know to help you set up a blog site and a

Twitter account.

Become a source for news in your practice

area. Do you know the reporters from the

news media who write about your practice

area? If not, give them a call or send them an

email to introduce yourself. Then make it a

point to call them to discuss stories they write,

share information on trends you see in your

practice area or to brainstorm article ideas that

you think their audience would be interested

in reading. Establish a relationship that is

beneficial to both of you and be responsive

when the reporter calls on a deadline.

Advertising is a valid way to build your law

firm profile, but seeing your name or your law

firm name in print as a resource is a great way

for potential clients to identify you as the “go-

to” person in your practice area.

Build relationships. Get out of the

comfort of your office and start meeting

people. Join your local Chamber of

Commerce, Rotary or Toastmasters club.

Keith Ferrazzi in his book, “Never Eat

Alone,” describes networking as “connecting

– sharing my knowledge and resources, time

and energy, friends and associates, and

empathy and compassion in a continual

effort to provide value to others, while

coincidentally increasing my own. Like

business itself, being a connector is not about

managing transactions, but about managing

relationships.” His book is an interesting

study on how to incorporate networking into

every aspect of your life. Put it on your

reading list.

Develop a targeting plan. Make a list of

people or companies that would be potential

clients or referral sources for you. When you

have identified the person, or group or

association, do some research and answer

these questions: what associations do they

belong to, what do they read, where do they

hang out and most importantly, what are the

issues that keep them up at night that you

can help solve. I shared the idea of a targeting

plan with a lawyer I worked with. He was a

former general counsel and as we discussed

the idea of targeting plan, a light came on for

him – “I was on a lawyer’s target list! This

lawyer showed up at meetings I attended,

introduced himself to me, sought me out for

discussions and finally begin to share ideas

with me that he thought could help my

company’s business.” When I asked him what

happened as a result of the targeted

interactions, he replied, “I sent work his way.”

This really does work, try it for yourself.

Hire a coach, attend marketing classes,

hire a marketing consultant or join a legal

marketing organization. Check out these

websites: lawmarketing.com, sugarcrest.com,

altmanweil.com, therainmakerblog.com or

myshingle.com.  Join the weekly “law firm

marketing success” mailing list at

lawyerbizcoach.com and receive a free 45-

page law firm marketing plan.  The Legal

Marketing Association (legalmarketing.org)

is a national organization with chapters in

Charlotte, Greensboro and Raleigh. You can

attend meetings as a guest if you don’t want

to commit to membership. With a coach or

staff member charged with marketing, you’ll

have someone to help you develop your

strategy and hold you accountable for

implementing.

Marketing your law practice should be

painless. The new year is a perfect time to

strategize about ways to market your practice

that fit your law firm culture. The practice of

law is a profession, but a law firm is a

business and marketing is an essential

element to keeping your law practice strong

and growing.

Camille Stell is the Director of Client

Services for Lawyers Mutual. With over 20

years of experience in the legal field, Camille

has worked for law firms as a paralegal, legal

recruiter and business developer. Contact

Camille at 800/662-8843 or

Camille@lawyersmutualnc.com.
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We proudly announce the merging of our practices 
to form the new law firm of

RAWLS,SCHEER,FOSTER,
&MINGO,PLLC

Practicing in the areas of:  
federal & state criminal defense; personal injury & wrongful death;
qui tam/whistleblower cases; insurance, business & administrative

litigation; and ABC licensing, permitting & related issues.

1011 East Morehead Street • Suite 300
Charlotte, North Carolina 28204

Phone: 704/376-3200 • Fax: 704/332-2716
www.rsfmlaw.com

Eben T. Rawls III

Anthony G. Scheer

Mark P. Foster, Jr.

Amanda A. Mingo

Christopher J. Neeson

Kathleen C. Clary

New Year Resolutions for Marketing

Your Law Firm
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Significant Milestones Deserve

Significant Recognition

In 2012, the Mecklenburg County Bar will

commemorate its Centennial anniversary. We

will acknowledge and celebrate the extraordi-

nary contributions that lawyers have made and

are making in the life of Mecklenburg County. 

The MCB has been diligently laying the

foundation for the Centennial celebration for

more than two years. Projects currently

underway include the publication of The

History of the Mecklenburg County Bar, a

pictorial membership directory, an online

interactive historical timeline and an

organized and easily accessible MCB archive. 

The Centennial Celebration

Subcommittee, chaired by Shirley L. Fulton

and Mark W. Merritt, is now adding the final

layer to the Centennial plans – to host grand

celebrations worthy of the Bar’s 100-year

anniversary. While plans are not yet complete,

we are beginning to define specific projects

and activities in honor of our Centennial,

including an exhibition on the history of the

MCB at the Levine Museum of the New South

- along with member and public opening

receptions, a lecture series on the history of

the MCB, a black-tie gala with a noteworthy,

national keystone speaker and a month-long

commitment to community service projects

throughout Mecklenburg County. 

With just one year to make all of this

happen, the Centennial Celebration

Subcommittee is seeking volunteers for

several task forces:

Events Task Force, chaired by John W. Lassiter
The Events Task Force is charged with
planning and coordinating a black-tie gala,
opening receptions at the Museum of the New
South for Bar members and the public and an
educational lecture series. Seeking volunteers
with interest/expertise in event creativity,
coordination, promotion/publicity and/or
sponsor solicitation. 

Museum Exhibition Task Force, chaired by
David W. Erdman and Eric A. Montgomery 
The Museum Exhibition Task Force is tasked
with coordinating the historical content to be
highlighted in the Levine Museum of the New
South exhibition. This task force will work
closely with members of the Bar History
Committee who are coordinating the writing
and publishing of The History of the Mecklenburg
County Bar. Seeking volunteers with interest/
expertise in local and/or legal history, research
and/or graphic design/content layout.

Outreach Task Force, chaired by The Hon.
Albert Diaz and Henderson Hill
The Outreach Task Force will work to ensure
all segments of the Bar (affinity groups, public
service, private/small firms, young lawyers)
have been invited and encouraged to
participate in the Centennial Celebration. In

addition, this Task Force will develop and
implement strategies to reach out to and
involve the public in the various events,
service opportunities and other activities that
will be part of our celebration. Seeking
volunteers with interest/expertise in
public/media relations, diversity & inclusion,
volunteer coordination/recruitment and/or
newsletter/op-ed writing. 

Service Project Task Force, chaired by Robert
(Bob) E. Henderson and Sara (Sally) W. Higgins
The Service Project Task Force will develop
and implement a celebration of service month.
Service projects may include legal clinics,
working with area charities and involving our
schools in celebrating the importance of our
legal system. We will engage many different
groups within the community in our
activities. Seeking volunteers with interest/
expertise in volunteer coordination/
recruitment and/or community service. 

Finance Task Force, chaired by Mark Merritt
The Finance Task Force is charged with
raising funds for all projects detailed above
and monitoring project budgets. Seeking
volunteers with expertise in fundraising. 

To volunteer, please contact the task force

chair(s) and/or MCB staff liaison Rhea Kelley

at rkelley@meckbar.org or 704/375-8624 by

Feb. 25, 2011. 
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on multiple occasions. He has at various times
served as Chair of the American Bar
Association Special Committee on Mass Torts,
on Presidential Commissions on Human
Radiation Experiments and on Catastrophic
Nuclear Accidents, as Chair of the RAND
Institute of Civil Justice and as Vice Chairman
of the Board of Human Rights First. In his
spare time, Mr. Feinberg serves as the
President of the Washington National Opera –
and has served as an Adjunct Professor at six
distinguished law schools! 

The 21st annual Law & Society Luncheon
will also include the presentation of the
Mecklenburg Bar Foundation’s highest honor,
the Ayscue Professionalism Award. Past award
winners have included NC Supreme Court
Chief Judge Sarah Parker and the late Joseph W.
Grier Jr.  Last year’s honoree was Ray S. Farris. 

The annual Law & Society Luncheon gives
lawyers an opportunity to enjoy good
fellowship and an inspiring message, and to
support the good work of the Mecklenburg
Bar Foundation. We also encourage you to
bring along nonlawyer friends and colleagues
as this is one of the rare Bar events open to the
public. For more information on firm
sponsorships or how you can help promote
this year’s event and/or support the
Mecklenburg Bar Foundation, please contact
Carl Horn at ch@carlhornlaw.com, Allain
Andry at AAndry@rbh.com or Leah Reed
Campbell at lcampbell@meckbar.org. 

The Mecklenburg County Bar has applied
for one hour CLE credit, which we are
confident will be granted (and probably will
have been granted by the time this is
published one month hence).
When: 12:00 p.m., March 10, 2011

Where: Hilton Charlotte Center City, 222 E.
Third Street

Costs: $35 lunch only/$75 lunch and 1 hour
CLE credit (CLE credit pending approval).If
you interested in purchasing a table or spon-
sorship opportunities for this event, contact
Leah Campbell at lcampbell@meckbar.org.

Registration: Please visit www.MeckBar.org to
register. The registration deadline is Friday,
March 4, 2011.

Questions: Please contact Leah Campbell at
lcampbell@meckbar.org. 

Luncheon continued from page 1

LAWYERS INSURANCE manages the NC Bar 

Association Health Benefit Trust, covering over 

8800 lives. Highlights include:

A range of Health Plans with flexible premiums;

Excellent rates and benefits;

The provider networks of BlueCross      

BlueShield of NC. 

Contact LAWYERS INSURANCE – your newest 

partner – for your health benefit needs.Delores Hunter, Account Manager and 
Heather Slinkard, Customer Service Rep

Meet your newest partners

LAWYERS INSURANCE: FOR YOUR OFFICE, HOME AND LIFE.
LAWYERS 
MUTUAL 919.677.8900    800.662.8843    LawyersInsuranceAgency.com

for group health benefits.

Procedures for Board of

Directors Nomination
In accordance with Article VI, Section 2(f) of the MCB bylaws, interested members of the

Mecklenburg County Bar are encouraged to submit their names or the names of other active

members of the Bar for consideration as nominees for various offices and board of directors’

seats for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2011. Please note that nominees must have agreed

to serve prior to being officially nominated.  

Names should be submitted no later than March 15, 2011 to Nominating Committee

Chair Patrick E. Kelly, MCB Executive Director Nancy M. Roberson or mailed to Nominating

Committee, c/o MCB, 438 Queens Road, Charlotte, NC 28207. All names must be received

by Mar. 15, 2011 at 5 p.m. The Nominating Committee will meet on Tues., Mar. 15, 2011

at 5 p.m.  at the MCB Center on 438 Queens Road. MCB members may elect to appear at

5 p.m. to nominate a member. 

Members of the Nominating Committee will be printed in the March edition of the

Mecklenburg Bar News. A list of the persons nominated by the Committee will be posted on

www.MeckBar.org in March, printed in the April edition of the Mecklenburg Bar News and

presented to the membership at the MCB Annual Meeting on May 19, 2011. Additional

nominations may also be made from the floor at the Annual Meeting.

The Committee shall nominate persons to serve in the following offices for the 2011-12 term:
• President-Elect (one-year term)

• Vice President (one-year term)

• Secretary (one-year term)

• Treasurer (one-year term)

• Board of Directors (six members, three year terms – two of whom must be current
members of the Young Lawyers Division)

• Young Lawyers Division Chair (ex-officio member of the Board, one-year term – current
member of the Young Lawyers Division)

You may review the MCB bylaws at www.MeckBar.org.
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By Hannah F. Little

Located on the fourth floor of an
unassuming office building in east Charlotte,
the immigration court has determined the fate
of hundreds of individuals since its opening
on November 4, 2008. One of 59 immigration
courts nationwide, the Charlotte court is admin-
istered by the Department of Justice’s Executive
Office for Immigration Review (EOIR). Immigra-
tion courts determine whether foreign-born
individuals, who are charged by the Department
of Homeland Security (DHS) with violating
immigration law, should be ordered removed
from the U.S. or should be granted relief or
protection from removal and permitted to
remain in the country. While removal hearings
are their primary function, immigration courts
also conduct a limited number of other
hearings and reviews such as bond redetermi-
nation for individuals detained by DHS.

There are more than 235 immigration judges
nationwide; Charlotte is home to three. The
Honorable Theresa Holmes-Simmons served
as an immigration judge at the New York
Immigration Court for 10 years prior to
arriving in Charlotte for the opening of the new
court. She was later joined by The Honorable
Barry J. Pettinato who was appointed by
Attorney General Eric Holder in November
2009 after serving as a trial attorney, senior
litigation counsel and assistant director of the
Office of Immigration Litigation at the
Department of Justice. The court’s newest judge,
The Honorable Stuart Couch, is a member of
the Mecklenburg County Bar and was in
private practice in Charlotte prior to his
appointment in October 2010. The immigration
judges are supported by a court administrator
and four additional court employees.

Prior to November 4, 2008, respondents
from North and South Carolina were forced to
travel to Atlanta for removal hearings and the
travel costs and legal fees were burdensome
for many. However, if an individual in removal
proceedings fails to attend his/her hearing, the
consequences can be devastating. The
individual is often subject to an in absentia
removal order. Once an in absentia order has
been entered against a respondent, it is
difficult to reopen or appeal, even if the

individual has a valid defense. Local community
advocates and immigration attorneys agree
that the opening of the immigration court has
increased access for respondents. “I don’t
think there is any question that having a court
here in Charlotte has helped the immigrant
population... it is so much less expensive and
cumbersome,” states George Miller, a Charlotte
immigration attorney since 1986. In addition
to decreased financial costs for respondents,
the opening of local immigration court has
encouraged many respondents to actively seek
relief from removal. Adriana Galvez Taylor of
the Latin American Coalition comments, “The
opening of the court in Charlotte has made
more of our constituents actively seek out
information and representation regarding their
cases...more people are proactively making the
effort to take a hand in their own affairs.”
Heather Ziemba, a Mecklenburg County Bar
member who has practiced in the Charlotte
area for over a decade, points to the increased
availability of legal services as another benefit
of the new court, “The opening of the court
has made it easier for the local immigrant
community to access legal services because
many firms as well as non-profit legal services
programs in North and South Carolina have
expanded their services to include
representation in removal proceedings.” 

Members of the Mecklenburg County Bar
have responded to the opening of the new
court by expanding or changing the nature of
their practices. Before the court’s opening,
local immigration attorneys either limited
their work to non-removal cases or journeyed
to Atlanta to represent their clients in removal
proceedings. Miller often traveled to Atlanta
once a month or more to represent clients in
removal proceedings in Atlanta. With the
opening of the new court, he is practicing
more removal work and rarely has to travel to
Atlanta. “The convenience of the court here in
Charlotte is fantastic. It’s easier to prepare and
dispose of hearings here rather than travel to
some other jurisdiction,” says Miller. When
Steve Garfinkel opened his immigration law
firm in Charlotte 13 years ago, his practice
was limited to business and family based
immigration cases. He responded to the
increased calls from clients in proceedings at

the local court by hiring the firm’s fifth
immigration attorney to specifically offer
removal defense assistance. Garfinkel is
enthusiastic about the change, stating, “We saw
the opening of the court as an opportunity to
expand our firm to become a full service immi-
gration firm and have been quite pleased with
the progress of this practice area. The removal
practice has exceeded our expectations.”

The new court has highlighted the demand
for knowledgeable, licensed immigration law
practitioners. Community advocates are
concerned by the rise in predatory practices
by unauthorized practitioners of law.
Immigrants in removal proceedings who are
anxious to remain in the country often pay
hundreds or thousands of dollars to
unscrupulous “notarios” with no results. Sadly,
there are also licensed attorneys with little to
no immigration law training or preparation
who have accepted removal cases. “Immigration
is very technical and tedious. Like every other
area of practice, you must know this area
before you sojourn into the fray. The
consequences are severe and not likely to be
remedied or repaired,” warns Miller. 

As in many other areas of law, there is a
desperate need for pro-bono legal represen-
tation for individuals currently in removal
proceedings. Respondents in immigration
court do not have a constitutional right to an
attorney because removal from the U.S. is a
civil proceeding. Thanks to a grant from the
Foundation of the Carolinas, the Immigration
Working Group – a coalition of the
Mecklenburg County Bar, local immigration
attorneys, public-interest attorneys and
Charlotte School of Law – has instituted a pilot
program where volunteer attorneys screen pro
se individuals to determine whether they are
eligible for relief. While the program has been
an enormous success and provides an essential
service, it does not encompass representation
of individuals who have a defense to removal.
The nonprofit organizations that provide this
service are overwhelmed by the demand and
are forced to turn away clients. To volunteer
or to learn more, please contact the
Mecklenburg County Bar Volunteer Lawyer
Program at 704/375-8624 or
mjsamuel@meckbar.org. 

Spotlight on Immigration Court
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Young Lawyers Division 

Promoting Professionalism
Mediation 

& Arbitration
Services

in Federal Cases

Carl Horn, III
2810 Wamath Drive
Charlotte, NC 28210

704/591- 6398
ch@carlhornlaw.com

Carl Horn, III

• United States Magistrate Judge, 

1993-2009; Chief Assistant U.S.

Attorney, 1987-93

• Co-author of Federal Civil Practice in 
the Fourth Circuit and author of Fourth
Circuit Criminal Handbook 

• Experience handling the full gamut 

of federal civil litigation, including 

Title VII, ADEA, ADA, FMLA, Sexual

Harassment, ERISA, Fair Labor

Standards Act, Intellectual Property,

Civil Rights, Construction, Education,

Insurance and Antitrust Claims, 

as well as a variety of personal and

commercial claims under the Court’s

diversity jurisdiction

• Successful in settling most cases

mediated, first as a Judicial Settlement

Officer and, more recently, as a Court-

appointed or privately retained

Mediator

• Adjunct Professor, Charlotte School 

of Law

• Named a 2011 North Carolina Super
Lawyer

By Daniel A. Merlin, Chair 

As we pass the half-way mark of this fiscal

year, I felt it appropriate to re-visit this year’s

focus for the Young Lawyers Division:

professionalism. Professionalism is often

confused with ethics. This confusion is

perpetuated with the title of the North

Carolina ethics rules: The Rules of

Professional Conduct. But abiding by the

North Carolina Rules of Professional Conduct

is the minimum bar we must clear to practice

law. True professionalism is a higher standard

to which we should all aspire. 

Professionalism is undeviating courtesy,

honesty and responsibility to peers and

clients. Sincere professionals bring a level of

excellence to their everyday interactions that

reach beyond commercial considerations and

legal requirements. Professionalism frequently

gets overlooked by new lawyers because of the

tidal wave of information that bears down

upon them in their first few years of practice.

Without an apprenticeship system, new

lawyers are expected to learn and apply

hundreds of pieces of new information in an

incredibly short time frame. For example,

within the first six months of practice, a

typical new civil litigator will need to learn

about working with clients, billing, collecting

receivables, filing, recording, clerks in 100

different counties, weekly and monthly

publications, the most recent North Carolina

Rules of Civil Procedure, North Carolina

Rules of Evidence, local rules for each county

in which the new lawyer practices, how each

county’s Trial Court Administrator manages

the calendars, locations of the courthouses

around the state, courtroom demeanor,

marketing, managing client expectations,

interacting with judges, etc. If the new lawyer

is a solo practitioner, then he or she will also

need to learn (very quickly) about trust

accounts, office space rental issues, payroll,

employee training, computer systems, billing

software, accounting software, online legal

research pricing, etc. If a new lawyer does not

intentionally promote a professional style 

of practice, it will undoubtedly get lost in 

the shuffle.

But professionalism is more important

than any other skill for new lawyers because

interpersonal skills are the main method by

which other attorneys and clients evaluate

new lawyers. Unlike jobs that create tangible

products, our reputations are in large measure

the products upon which we trade. And our

reputation is constantly tested because we

engage with other lawyers on behalf of our

clients every day. Very few members of the Bar

know other attorneys’ total win/loss records

(we don’t keep score), but all members of the

Bar know which attorneys are unprofessional.  

It is vital for the new lawyer to remember

that there is no grace period. New lawyers will

be judged by their actions from the first day

they practice law until they retire. This is why

professionalism is such a high priority for the

MCB Young Lawyers Division. To encourage

professionalism among young lawyers, the

YLD has organized a number of camaraderie-

building community service activities

including constructing a house with Habitat

for Humanity, participating in the Salvation

Army’s Giving Tree Program, and partnering

with Thompson Child and Family Focus to

provide meals for families in need at

Thanksgiving. The YLD also coordinated a

CLE in the fall that addressed professionalism

and other general information for new

lawyers. Additionally, members of the YLD

collaborated to offer the community Ask-A-

Lawyer Days, where lawyers provided free

legal assistance to individuals in the greater

Charlotte-Mecklenburg area.

Professionalism is a skill that all new

lawyers need to hone. The YLD will continue

to give new lawyers opportunities to improve

this skill. To learn more about upcoming YLD

events, please visit www.MeckBar.org or

contact Connectivity Committee Chair Carrie

Mansfield at  cmansfield@charlottelaw.edu.



This month’s MCB VLP spotlight is on
former VLP Committee Co-chair Sean F.
Perrin of Womble Carlyle Sandridge & Rice.
In addition to leading the VLP Committee for
more than two years, he has spent many
hours assisting Legal Aid of North Carolina
clients on landlord/tenant issues and LANC
staff in assigning cases through Womble
Carlyle’s & LANC’s collaborative Landlord/
Tenant Project. Mr. Perrin is recognized  on the
MCB Pro Bono Honor Roll which honors Bar
members who have donated at least 20 hours
of pro bono time within one calendar year.
With more than 100 hours of donated service
this past year, the  Bar thanks Mr. Perrin for
his consistent support in addressing pro bono
needs within the community.  

MCB VLP: Current Employer / Length of time
with that employer?

SFP: Womble Carlyle Sandridge & Rice / 8
years

MCB VLP: Area of Practice / Expertise? 

SFP: Business Litigation / Public Official
Defense

MCB VLP: Law School / Graduation Year?

SFP: UNC – Chapel Hill, 1995

MCB VLP: How did you discover this pro bono
issue? 

SFP: I did legal work at Blue Ridge Legal

Services while an undergrad at James Madison
University and enjoyed this work. I am a
member of the Mecklenburg County Bar
Volunteer Lawyer Program, and Ted Fillette of
Legal Aid, who is also a member, indicated
that there was a need for help with landlord
tenant work.

MCB VLP: What is a typical case like?

SFP: A typical case involves a tenant who is
being evicted by a landlord due to nonpay-
ment of rent. Most of the time the tenant has
defenses – like retaliatory eviction or violations
of the implied warranty of habitability or unfair
and deceptive trade practices – which they may
not be aware of until they contact Legal Aid.

MCB VLP: How many of these types of pro
bono cases do you typically handle at one time?

SFP: Approximately 3-4.

MCB VLP: Did you participate in any particular
training so that you could handle these cases?

SFP: I participated in landlord/tenant CLE.

MCB VLP: What is your hope for the future
with regard to these cases?

SFP: My hope is that law firms will
participate in the landlord tenant program
established by Legal Aid of North Carolina,
and start volunteering one time per month to
assist Legal Aid with these cases. I would also
hope that landlords will start providing people

with habitable
places to live,
particularly in
these economic
times.

MCB VLP: What is
the best advice
you’ve received during your legal career and
do you now give to others?

SFP: Treat everyone like they are your boss’
mother.

MCB VLP: What is the most challenging part
of your career?

SFP: Trying to bill hours while having four
very active children.

MCB VLP: What is your favorite part of your
current job?

SFP: Trying cases.

If you are interested in learning about the
Landlord/Tenant Project, or starting one at your
firm, please contact Legal Aid of North Carolina
or MCB VLP Coordinator Mary Jordan Samuel
at mjsamuel@meckbar.org. Volunteers are needed
to screen cases as well as take those cases that have
been accepted by Legal Aid of North Carolina.
Training is available through MCB CLE and a
replay may be scheduled at your firm. 

Sean F. Perrin

Sean F. Perrin

Volunteer Lawyer Program SPOTLIGHT
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By Charles Keller, Jr., Community
Access & Outreach Administrator

The November 2010 election brought
three new judges to the District Court bench.

Judge Donald R. Cureton
Jr. served as a Mecklenburg
County Assistant Public
Defender working in
District and Superior
Court. Prior to that, his
legal experience included

working at Bush & Powers (now Powers
McCartan, PLLC) and Black Entertainment
Television, Inc. Judge Cureton’s community
work includes serving as a mentor with the
MCB’s Lunch with a Lawyer Program, a board
member for Larry King’s Clubhouse and an
executive member of the John S. Leary Bar
Association. Judge Cureton graduated from
Winston-Salem State University and the
Howard University School of Law. Judge
Cureton is assigned to the domestic court track.

Judge Matthew “Matt” J.
Osman served as an
Assistant District Attorney
in Union County where he
prosecuted a wide range of
criminal matters, including
homicide, sexual assault,

domestic violence and driving while impaired.
Judge Osman is a former U.S. Navy Judge
Advocate General (JAG). He served in Japan,
Spain, Charleston, SC, and onboard the USS
Essex, where he worked as a prosecutor,
defense attorney, staff attorney and advised
sailors and their families on domestic and civil
issues. Judge Osman is a graduate of UNC
Chapel Hill and Regent University School of
Law. Judge Osman is assigned to preside in
the criminal trial courts. 

Judge Sean P. Smith served
as an Assistant District
Attorney in the
Mecklenburg County
District Attorney’s Office
from 2004 through 2010.
Prior to working in the

Mecklenburg County District Attorney’s Office,
Judge Smith worked in federal and local
prosecutors’ offices in Philadelphia, PA. In his
free time, Judge Smith referees professional,
collegiate and youth soccer. Judge Smith is a
graduate of the University of Notre Dame and
received his law degree from Villanova
University.

District Court Judges are attorneys who are
elected for each judicial district in non-partisan
elections for four years and must reside in the
district in which they are elected.

Court Communiqués

New Judges Seated on 

the District Court Bench

919.677.8900 | 800.662.8843 | www.lawyersmutualnc.com    

At Lawyers Mutual, our reputation is built on our 

We are Lawyers Mutual.

   We are 
Lawyers Mutual.

BRIAN BEVERLY, PARTNER, YOUNG, MOORE AND 
HENDERSON, P.A. INSURED SINCE 1978

Nominations

for 2011

Liberty Bell

Award

The Law Day Committee is accepting

nominations for the 2011 Liberty Bell

Award. This annual award, our Bar’s

highest honor for a non-lawyer, will be

presented during the MCB Law Day

Luncheon during the first week of May --

specific date and location will be

announced in a future publication and

on www.MeckBar.org.

The Liberty Bell Award recognizes an

individual who has performed

community service that has strengthened

the American system of freedom under

the law. The following criteria govern

consideration by the committee to

recognize outstanding service by a non-

lawyer in one of these areas:
1. Promoting a better understanding of

our Constitution and the Bill of
Rights.

2. Encouraging greater respect for law
and the courts.

3. Stimulating a deeper sense of
individual responsibility so that
citizens recognize their duties as well
as their rights.

4. Contributing to the effective
functioning of our institutions of
government.

5. Fostering a better understanding and
appreciation of the rule of law.

Please submit your nominations,

including supporting materials and

résumé of the nominee (if possible), by

April 1, 2011 to Liberty Bell Award, 438

Queens Road, Charlotte, NC 28207; fax

to 704/333-6209, addressed to Liberty

Bell Award; or e-mail

jmayer@meckbar.org, subject line:

Liberty Bell Award. All nominations will

be held in confidence. 
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By Bo Caudill

Two Charlotte School of Law students,
Lynna Moen and Bo Caudill, recently traveled
to Bloemfontein, South Africa to compete at
the University of the Free State Kovsie Moot
Court Competition. The Charlotte Law team,
coached by Charlotte Law Professor Sheryl
Buske, competed against 15 other teams -
seven additional teams competing in the
English Division and eight teams competing
in the Afrikaans division – and was the only
team representing the United States. 

This year’s competition problem involved a
lesbian couple’s divorce, division of the marital
estate, custody of a mentally-handicapped
child, custody of an unborn child and control
over frozen embryos created for the couple’s
use in an IVF procedure during their marriage.
The parties’ claims raised issues of first impres-
sion in South African family law, and students
were encouraged to rely on international case
law and treatises in addition to South African
law when researching and drafting their Heads
of Argument (briefs.) Each team was required
to draft and file Heads for each party. 

The first rounds of the two-day competi-
tion took place in the Free State High Court in
Bloemfontein with a two-judge panel

presiding.
Advocates,
professors and
family court,
High Court and
magistrate judges
participated as
competition
judges. Four
teams from each
division
advanced to the
semi-finals
round.
Advancing teams
were announced
following a
luncheon at the
High Court. 

The semi-final round was argued the next
day in the South African Court of Appeals  in
Bloemfontein. The Court of Appeals is South
Africa’s highest court on all matters not
involving constitutional issues. A three-judge
panel presided. The final round for each
division was argued immediately following the
semi-final round. After advancing through
both the semi-final and final round within the
English Division, Charlotte Law argued a final
time in the first-ever Overall Final between

the winners of the English and Afrikaans
Divisions. A five-judge panel presided. The
panel’s decision was unanimous – the
Charlotte Law team won awards for Best
English Team and Best Overall Team.

While in South Africa, the Charlotte Law
team was afforded an opportunity to meet and
socialize with teams from other law schools,
competition judges and team coaches. The
team also participated in a community service
project, raising funds to take a group of local
at-risk children to a resort for a play-day. 

Charlotte School of Law Students -

International Moot Court Champions

Left to right: Sheryl Buske, Bo Caudill,  Lynna Moen 

Editorial Policy
The Mecklenburg Bar News accepts editorial and
advertising material of general legal interest to the
practicing Bar of the 26th Judicial District. The
implicit purposes of the newsletter, website, and
related methods of communication are to educate
members of the Mecklenburg County Bar and to
create and maintain shared communication with its
members. The Communications Committee reserves
the right to accept, reject, or edit all material.

DISCLAIMER Efforts will be made to provide
information of interest that is timely, accurate, and
relevant to the legal community. The Mecklenburg
County Bar is not responsible for misprints,
typographical errors, or misinformation in The
Mecklenburg Bar News. The views and opinions are
not necessarily those of the 26th Judicial District Bar.

Communications Committee: J.P. Davis, Chair, Justin
Carpenter, Alan Edmonds, Bob Johnston, Charles
Keller, Rhea Kelley, Hannah Little, Carrie
Mansfield, Chara Moore, Phillip Lewis, Nancy
Roberson, Michael Shor, Rob Wick
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Firm/Business Sponsors
Platinum ($7,500–$9,999)
Alston & Bird LLP+
Hunton & Williams+
James, McElroy & Diehl, P.A.+
K & L Gates+ 
McGuireWoods LLP+
Moore & Van Allen PLLC+
Parker Poe Adams & Bernstein LLP+
Robinson, Bradshaw & Hinson, P.A.+
Womble Carlyle Sandridge & Rice,

PLLC+

Gold ($5,000–$7,499)
Johnston, Allison & Hord, P.A.+
Poyner & Spruill, LLP+

Silver ($2,500–$4,999)
Foundation for Judicial Reform

In Honor of Mark R. Bernstein
Hamilton Moon Stephens Steele &

Martin, PLLC+
Hedrick Gardner Kincheloe &

Garofalo, L.L.P.+
Horack Talley PA+
King & Spalding LLP+
Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough,

LLP+
Nexsen Pruet, PLLC+

Shumaker, Loop & Kendrick, LLP+

Bronze (Up to $2,499)
Adams Intellectual Property Law
Bank of America Legal Department
Baucom, Claytor, Benton, Morgan &

Wood, P.A.
Bernhardt and Strawser, PA
Charlotte School of Law
Consolidated Planning

In Honor of Bryan Sanchez & 
Jessie Nelson

Cranfill, Sumner & Hartzog, LLP
Culp Elliott & Carpenter. P.L.L.C.
Duke Energy Law Department
Ferguson, Stein, Chambers, Gresham

& Sumter, P.A. 
Gach & Nolen, PLLC
Hatcher Law Group, P.C.
Knox, Brotherton, Knox & Godfrey

In Memory of Charles E. Knox
Maloney & Associates, PLLC
Ruff, Bond, Cobb, Wade & Bethune,

L.L.P.
Shapiro & Ingle, L.L.P.
The Law Offices of Swindell & Jones
Weaver, Bennett & Bland, P.A.

In Memory of Nick J. Miller
Wells Daisley Rabon, P.A.

Wells Fargo Legal Department
Wishart Norris Henninger & Pittman,

PA

+ Multiyear Pledge to Bar History
Book Project

Individual Sponsors
Patron ($2,500 & Up)
Nancy & Peter Covington
Hon. Robert P. Johnston

Benefactor ($1,000 - $2,499)
Dianne Chipps Bailey
Louise & Mark Bernstein
Francis J. Blanchfield
A. Todd Brown Sr.
Peter C. Buck
Mark T. Calloway
T. Hal Clarke Jr.
Steven N. Cohen
Michael A. DeMayo
William K. Diehl Jr.
Robert C. Dortch
Douglas R. Edwards
Ray S. Farris
John C. Fennebresque
Anthony A. Fox
Peter S. Gilchrist
Gary S. Hemric

Rebecca S. Henderson
Katherine S. Holliday
H. Bryan Ives III
Douglas M. Jarrell
Patrick E. Kelly
Haynes P. Lea
DeWitt F. McCarley
Richard M. McDermott
Alice K. Moore
Bradley E. Pearce
Randel E. Phillips
Claire J. Rauscher
Nancy & David Roberson

In Honor of Patrick E. Kelly 
In Memory of Marion Templeton
Johnston
In Memory & Honor of the Past
Presidents of the Mecklenburg County
Bar & Mecklenburg Bar Foundation
In Honor of The Bar Revue

Russell M. Robinson II
Raleigh A. Shoemaker
Robert C. Stephens
John N. Suhr Jr.
Richard M. Thigpen
Christopher M. Vann
David B. Whelpley Jr.

MBF Awards $40,000 in Grants for Fall Cycle

Thank You to All Our 2010 BFF Donors!

The Mecklenburg Bar Foundation is pleased to announce we have

awarded more than $40,000 to local programs and non-profits in our

community. MBF awards competitive grants to projects that improve

access to justice, education and legal development and increase public

awareness of jurisprudence. The grants are supported by the generosity

of our Mecklenburg County Bar members and law firms. Thanks to you:

North Carolina Legal Education Assistance Foundation will be able

to support the vital work of Mecklenburg  County public interest

attorneys by providing financial assistance for its educational loan

repayment program.

Council for Children’s Rights will continue to fund a second full-

time attorney for the Custody Advocacy Program to represent children

in high-conflict custody disputes.

The Professional Assistance Financial Fund will help offset the

financial hardship associated with rising professional development costs

for qualifying attorneys in five public interest agencies in Mecklenburg

County (District Attorney's Office, Public Defender's Office, Legal

Services of Southern Piedmont, Legal Aid of North Carolina and

Council for Children's Rights). 

Kids Voting Mecklenburg will be able to support civic education

programs for Charlotte Mecklenburg students. Programs will benefit

more than 100 teachers and 5,000 high school students, targeting

students in high-poverty schools. 

Through grants made to local organizations and programs, the

Mecklenburg Bar Foundation aims to advance public understanding

and respect for the rule of law and the role of the legal profession; to

promote the highest ideals of professionalism, public service and access

to the legal system; and to support the goals of the Mecklenburg County

Bar. For more information on current and previous grant recipients,

please visit www.MeckBar.org. 

The Mecklenburg Bar Foundation’s Bar
Foundation Fund was created, in part, to

provide members of the Mecklenburg County
Bar a chance to give back to the community as a group—a chance to
contribute to the greater good through collective giving. The
Foundation is pleased to announce that we reached $196,000 of our

$200,000 goal for the 2010 BFF campaign.
Thanks to all those firms and individuals that have supported the

BFF. We couldn’t have done it without you. Stay tuned to next month’s
Bar News for details on the 2011 Bar Foundation Fund campaign!

Be A Foundation Friend! Support Your BFF! 
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Supporter ($300 - $999)
Hon. Paige McThenia & 

T. Jonathan Adams
David N. Allen

In Memory of Francis I. Parker
James W. Allison
John S. Arrowood
E. Osborne Ayscue Jr.
G. Michael Barnhill
Jonathan A. Barrett

In Memory of George Covington
George E. Battle III
David L. Batty
Lyn M. Batty
R. A. Bigger Jr.

In Memory of Maurice A. Weinstein
& In Honor of George J. Miller

Louis A. Bledsoe Jr.
Robert C. Bowers
Ellis M. Bragg
William P. Bray
Jo Ann Brighton
Hon. Selina M. Brooks
Jefferson W. Brown
N. Deane Brunson
James R. Bryant III
Suzette & Jonathan Buchan 
Armistead Burwell Jr.

In Memory of Armistead Burwell
James P. Carroll
Julie C. Chiu
John H. Cobb
Woody Connette
James P. Cooney III
Heather & Chris Culp
George Daly
Tricia M. Derr
Hon. Albert Diaz
Jill Elyse Dinerman
Ann T. Dorsett
Hon. Karen Eady-Williams
Jason D. Evans
Mary Lindsay Evans

Richard L. Farley
William P. Farthing Jr.
Jonathan H. Ferry
Amy & Joey Foxhall
Mayor Anthony Foxx
Camille M. Davidson & 

Trevor M. Fuller
Thomas D. Garlitz
Kodwo P. Ghartey-Tagoe*
Alan S. Gordon
Joseph W. Grier III
Alton L. Gwaltney III
Irvin W. Hankins III
George V. Hanna III
Averill C. Harkey
Henry A. Harkey
Hon. Jane V. Harper

In Honor of Geraldine Sumter
Robert E. Harrington
Michael S. Hawley
J. Richard Hazlett
H. Parks Helms
Edward T. Hinson Jr.
Shannon E. Hoff
Robert C. Hord Jr.
Carl Horn III

In Memory of Carl Horn Jr. & 
Guy T. Carswell

Steve C. Horowitz
Michael A. Hudson
Stephen R. Hunting
Meredith S. Jeffries
Amy K. Johnson
Charles E. Johnson
Cyrus M. Johnson
David H. Jones
Max E. Justice
Michael S. Kennedy
David Meade Kern
Hannah H. Kim
James L. Kiser

In Honor of James W. Kiser & 
Robert W. King

Frances & Edward Knox
In Memory of Charles E. Knox

Nicole Bourget & Mark Kutny
John W. Lassiter
Scott Leo
Hal A. Levinson
Becky & Erik Lindahl
Brandon M. Lofton
Timothy Patrick Logan
E. Lynwood Mallard
Harrison L. Marshall Jr.
Patti & Steve Mayo* 
Lawana M. McAllister*
Mrs. & Mr. Neill G. McBryde
Valecia M. McDowell
Pender R. McElroy
C. Wayne McKinzie
Frederick Stewart McQueen
Mecklenburg County Bar

In Memory of Charles B. Elderkin,
Joseph J. Estwanik IV, Patrick V. Ford,
Hon. William T. Grist, David H.
Henderson, Eugene C. Hicks III, Hon.
Clifton E. Johnson, Edgar Love III, Neil
M. Miller, Nick J. Miller, Leon Olive, &
Robert G. Sanders

Kiran H. Mehta
Daniel A. Merlin
Mark W. Merritt
Mark A. Michael
Roy H. Michaux Jr. 
Hon. Calvin E. Murphy
Deborah A. Nance

In Memory of John Sinclair Leary Sr.,
John Thomas Sanders, Jesse Simpson
Bowser, Leon Peter Harris, Ruffin Paige
Boulding, Thomas Henry Wyche,
Robert Davis Glass, Charles Vincent
Bell & Walter Brewer Nivens

Gretchen Nelli
Frank C. Newton
John H. Northey III
Kimberly & Todd Owens

Sally Higgins & Ray Owens
Fred P. Parker IV
Hon. Sarah E. Parker
Angela G. Parrott
Bailey Patrick Jr. 
Sean F. Perrin
Kathy L. Pilkington
Eugene C. Pridgen
J. Norfleet Pruden III
Charles H. Rabon Jr.
Paul A. Reichs
Ernest W. Reigel
David M. Schilli
Jeffrey J. Schwartz
Jane Whitt Sellers
S. Mujeeb Shah-Khan
Claire & Edward Shapack
Nina Shor
Bob Simmons
Bruce M. Simpson
George W. Sistrunk III
Allen C. Smith
Mary Kaczmarek & William Soukup
Lee A. Spinks
Richard E. Thigpen Jr.
Sydnor Thompson

In Memory of Francis I. Parker
Brent A. Torstrick
Donald P. Ubell
Scott P. Vaughn
Angelique R. Vincent
Hamlin L. Wade 
H. Landis Wade Jr.
Clarence W. Walker
Henry B. Ward III
F. Lee Weaver

In Memory of Edgar Love III
John R. Wester

Contributor (Up to $299)
Karen J. Adams
Norris A. Adams II

continued on page 14
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A. Mark Adcock
Corinne A. Allen

In Memory of Howard B. Arbuckle Jr.
F. Eugene Allison
Marcus L. Anderson
Michael F. Anderson 
Russell J. Andrew
Allain C. Andry
Carrington M. Angel
Anonymous
Anonymous

In Honor of Nancy Roberson
Howard B. Arbuckle III

In Memory of Howard B. Arbuckle Jr.
Carla N. Archie
A. Carter Arey
Matthew R. Arnold
Blas P. Arroyo
Martha G. Barber
Samuel E. Barker
Lloyd F. Baucom
Locke Beatty
John W. Beddow
Hon. Lisa C. Bell
Hon. Kimberly Best-Staton
Justin D. Bice
Beverly H. Binner
Aretha V. Blake

In Honor of Bob King
Mike Boggs
Hon. Richard D. Boner
W. Leslie Boswell III
Alicia & John Bowers
H. Michael Boyd
Karla L. Boyd
Douglas A. Brackett

In Memory of Nick J. Miller &
In Honor of Louis A. Bledsoe Jr.

Allen C. Brotherton
In Memory of Charles E. Knox

Hon. Charlotte D. Brown
Collin W. Brown
L. Stanley Brown
Herbert H. Browne Jr.
Christopher T. Buchanan
Robert L. Burchette
Eric L. Burk
David S. Burkholder
Kelli A. Burns
Norman Butler
Sarah Byrne
Scott A. Cammarn
Boyd C. Campbell Jr.
Hon. Hugh B. Campbell Jr. 
Leah & Thomas Campbell
Hon. Daphene L. Cantrell
John J. Carpenter
Mary V. Carrigan
James R. Cass

L. Cameron Caudle Jr.
In Memory of Lloyd C. Caudle

Elizabeth J. Caviness
Rebecca S. Chaffin
Julius L. Chambers
Robert G. Chambers
Sherry & James Champion

In Memory of Charles E. Knox
Hon. Ronald L. Chapman
Rebecca K. Cheney
Christian P. Cherry
Adrianne Chillemi
Lauren M. Citrano
Christopher Bradley Clare
Dumont Clarke IV
William M. Claytor
Kenneth S. Coe
Jon Coffin
Howard M. Cohen 
John D. Cole
Adam M. Conrad
Robert K. Corbett III
Robert B. Cordle
Eric H. Cottrell
Norma & Marion Cowell Jr. 

In Memory of Eugene C. Hicks III
Mrs. James B. Craighill

In Memory of James B. Craighill
Brian S. Cromwell
Anne Lafferty Crotty
John R. Cunningham III
Clayton S. Curry Jr. 
John F. Curry
Michel C. Daisley
James A. L. Daniel
John T. Daniel 
William Dannelly
Joshua D. Davey
Jeff A. Davis
John P. Davis
Jeremy M. Deese
Sharon Elizabeth Dent
Alan G. Dexter
Lope Max Diaz II
Sarah L. DiFranco
Derek E. Dittner
Miriam Ann Dixon
Kathleen H. Dooley
Ralph H. Dougherty
J. D. DuPuy
David L. Eades
Allison & Jonathan Edgar
Catherine El-Khouri
Maya & Wes Engle
Nicole A. Epstein
Margaret Errington
Lex M. Erwin
Kenneth F. Essex
Hon. Yvonne Mims Evans
R. Michael Eve Jr.
Doug Ey
Charity Babington Falls
Jami Jackson Farris

Jonathan D. Feit
Theodore O. Fillette
Amy S. Fiorenza
Rob Fisher
Walter D. Fisher Jr.
Patrick H. Flanagan
John W. Fletcher III
Lisa Flowers
Debra L. Foster
Mark P. Foster
Hon. Linwood O. Foust
David A. Franchina
R. Harcourt Fulton
Sarah A. Fulton
Holly Gambill
Nicole L. Gardner
Steven H. Garfinkel
Mel Garofalo
Stephen P. Gennett II
Marc S. Gentile
Ronald L. Gibson
M. Heath Gilbert Jr.
Karen A. Gledhill
Lisa G. Godfrey

In Memory of Charles E. Knox
Rakesh Gopalan
Melissa L. Gray
John W. Gresham
Ted A. Greve
Steve C. Griffith Jr.
Eugene S. Griggs
Toni Kaneklides Grove

In Memory of Judge Brent McKnight
Stephen E. Gruendel
Albert E. Guarnieri
Robert J. Hahn
Lisa & John Hairr
William F. Hamel
David B. Hamilton
S. Dean Hamrick
Hon. Tyyawdi M. Hands
Mark J. Hanson
J. Hayden Harrell
Ella-Marie Harvey
Ben Hawfield Jr.
A. Myles Haynes Jr.
Michael P. Hebert 
Patricia Hedrick
David L. Henderson
Robert E. Henderson
Joseph B. Henninger
Tracy Hewett
Henderson Hill
Michael J. Hoefling
Ryan P. Hoffman
Ashley L. Hogewood Jr. 
Cory Hohnbaum
Jenny & William Holman
T.J. Hooper
Hon. Donnie Hoover
Stephen D. Hope
Joy M. Hord

Adam L. Horner
Andrew T. Houston
N. Renee Hughes
Amy P. Hunt
Hon. Robert C. Hunter
Benne C. Hutson
William C. Isenhour
Laura F. Jackson
Jason B. James
Marsha & Fincher Jarrell
Jerry W. Jernigan
Grady Jessup
Lea Johnson
Megan V. Johnson
Tanisha P. Johnson
H. Morrison Johnston Jr. 
Matthew R. Joyner
Keenya T. Justice
Jeff Kadis
Peggy Kane
Marshall H. Karro
Lori R. Keeton
Joseph Nicholas Kendall
Hatcher B. Kincheloe
Ann & Robert King
Irene P. King
C. Ralph Kinsey Jr.
William B. Kirk Jr.
James W. Kiser
Stacie C. Knight
Naho Kobayashi
Paul A. Kohut
C. Andrew Konia III
Jonathan C. Krisko
Sarah J. Kromer
Bradley R. Kutrow
Howard M. Labiner
Leila Z. Lahbabi
Christopher Carlisle Lam
S. Luke Largess
Anthony T. Lathrop
Kenneth T. Lautenschlager
Paul C. Lawrence
M. Aaron Lay
John S. Leary Association of Black

Attorneys
Louis L. Lesesne Jr. 
David L. Levy
David T. Lewis
Hon. Hugh B. Lewis
Francisco J. Linares
Robert G. Lindauer Jr.
John C. Lindley III
Raymond O. Linker Jr.
Danica L. Little
Hannah F. Little
Maria G. B. Long
Harrison A. Lord
Kathleen K. Lucchesi
Dana C. Lumsden
Craig T. Lynch
Laura C. Manfreda

In Memory of Charles E. Knox
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Bentford E. Martin
Peter McArdle

In Memory of Charles E. Knox
Christopher M. McDermott
A. Stuart McKaig III
A. Ward McKeithen
R. Malloy McKeithen
J. Wriley McKeown
Hon. Rickye McKoy-Mitchell
Shawn A. McMillan
Ann E. McMillin
Lina James & Steven Meier
Keith J. Merritt
Shannon Metcalf
Brent M. Milgrom Jr.
George N. Miller

In Memory of Nick J. Miller
Katie Miller
Leslie H. Miller
Megan E. Miller
Hon. Regan A. Miller
Scott R. Miller
Maria Blue Minsker
Thomas L. Mitchell
Victor C. Mitchener
Eric A. Montgomery
Linda K. Montgomery
Travis W. Moon
Luther T. Moore
John A. Morrice

In Memory of F. Thomas Miller
John F. Morris
Mary Jordan Mullinax
Daniel V. Mumford
John M. Murchison Jr. 
Frank J. Murphy
Gregory J. Murphy
R. Lee Myers
Jeffrey A. Nagle
Delbridge E. Narron
Rajsekhar Natarajan
Paul M. Navarro
Michael Nedzbala
John C. Nipp
Hon. Theo X. Nixon
Nancy Black Norelli

In Honor of Judge Robert P. Johnston
Holly B. Norvell
Kevin A. O’Brien*
Thomas L. Odom Jr.

In Honor of T. L. “Fountain” Odom Sr.
Kristin & Tate Ogburn
Erika A. Olson
Matthew J. Osman
Rachel Paletta
H. William Palmer Jr. 
Annemarie Pantazis
John J. Parker III

In Memory of John J. Parker & 
Francis I. Parker

Ross H. Parr
Jennifer McKay Patterson
Lori Reese Patton

Sue Paty
Allison Christy Pauls
Richard A. Peniston
Sonya Pfeiffer
Henry N. Pharr II
Robert S. Phifer
Lareena J. Phillips
Shalanna L. Pirtle
W. Edward Poe Jr.

In Memory of William E. Poe Sr. 
Samuel H. Poole Jr.
Natalie D. Potter
Sara L. Pressly
Henry H. Ralston
Martha L. Ramsay
Donald Rawlins
C. Richard Rayburn Jr.
Charles R. Rayburn III

In Honor of C. Richard Rayburn Jr.
Christin J. Reische

In Memory of Hon. Pearl Bowers
Beachum Jr.

Vaughn K. Reynolds
Ryan G. Rich
William L. Rikard Jr.
Allen K. Robertson
Michelle D. Robinson
Patrick L. Robson
Virginia B. Rolfes
Erik M. Rosenwood
Adam L. Ross
Brent A. Rosser
Richard J. Rossitch
Heidi E. Royal
Benjamin M. Royster
David S. Rudolf
D. Blaine Sanders

In Memory of Neil M. Miller
Chase B. Saunders
Karl S. Sawyer Jr.
Anna F. Schleunes
Brian J. Schoeck
Kenneth L. Schorr
Julie Seidenstein
Lisa M. Sheppard
Benjamin F. Sidbury 
N. Lucille Siler
Pamela K. Silverman
Robert C. Sink
Russell F. Sizemore
Roy L. Smart III

In Honor of Mark R. Bernstein
Amanda S. Smiley
James C. Smith
Joshua M. Smith
Nathan W. Spanheimer
R.G. Spratt
Noelle H. Sproul
Melinda F. Staley
Judith A. Starrett
Harry J. Stathopoulos
Cheryl D. Steele
Jackson N. Steele

J. Christian Stevenson
Andrew Stienecker
Keith Stroud
Mary Katherine & Taylor Stukes
William H. Sturges
Benjamin Robert Sullivan
John L. Sullivan Jr.
Geraldine Sumter
Jacob Sussman
Julie K. Szeker
James M. Talley Jr. 
Andrew D. Taylor Jr.

In Memory of Judge Brent McKnight
Daniel L. Tedrick
Patricia Schuber Terrell

In Memory of John Schuber Jr. 
Bradley J. Thomas
Kelly S. Thomas
Catherine E. Thompson
Glenn Thompson
Judy D. Thompson
Laura Thompson
Nicole Thompson
Lauren Thurmond
Beverly Bertram Timm
R. Susanne Todd
Wanda C. Townsend
Kerry L. Traynum
Hon. Louis A. Trosch Jr.
Deepa P. Tungare
Bob Turner
Scott M. Tyler
Nicholas P. Valaoras
Sally & William Van Allen
Bradley T. Van Hoy
Stacey A. Vandiford
Lauren M. Vaughn

Lisa F. Vaughn
Melinda L. Vervais
Richard A. Vinroot
Alexander F. Vitale
Jonathan A. Vogel
Nancy E. Walker
W. Kent Walker Jr.
William B. Wallace
Andrew M. Walsh
Kristi & Jerry Walters
Cameron Todd Ware
S. Rogers Warner Jr.
Gary J. Welch
Eric D. Welsh
Allen L. West
Cynthia L. White
Martin L. White
Michael Wielechowski
Sam Williams
Catherine C. Williamson
Michael L. Wilson
Richard W. Wilson
Elizabeth G. Wren
Anna Cotton Wright
Cameron & Richard Wright
Julian H. Wright Jr. 
Melanie J. Wright
Joshua J. Yablonski
Constance L. Young
Laura Zhao

* Thank you to our Donors who utilize
their Matching Organizations
Bank of America
Duke Energy
Goodrich Corporation 

The BFF Honor Roll
The BFF Honor Roll recognizes those firms and organizations that have
100% attorney participation in donating to the Bar Foundation Fund.

Special Thanks to: 
Gardner & Hughes PLLC

Hamilton Moon Stephens Steele & Martin, PLLC
Helms, Henderson & Associates, P.A.

Higgins Law Firm PLLC
Kirk, Palmer & Thigpen, P.A.

Knox, Brotherton, Knox & Godfrey
In Memory of Charles E. Knox

Mecklenburg Bar Foundation Board of Directors
Mecklenburg County Bar Board of Directors

Past Presidents of the Mecklenburg Bar Foundation
Do you want your firm to receive 

special recognition on the BFF Honor Roll? 
Contact Development Committee Chair Doug Jarrell at

djarrell@rbh.com or 
Director of Foundation Development Leah Reed Campbell 

at lcampbell@meckbar.org or 704/375-8624 for more information.


