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From the President

Social
Networking -
Do We Need to
Tweet to
Compete?

When asked in a
Mecklenburg County Bar
(MCB) survey conducted

last summer what the

Patrick E. Kelly,
MCB President

number one program or
service the MCB could
improve upon would be, 43% of respondents
wanted the Bar to provide more networking
opportunities. That’s right. Our Bar members
actually want to spend more time with one
another. Actually, this makes sense if you think
about it. Over the past 15 years, the MCB has
doubled in size from approximately 2,000
members to nearly 4,300 members. During this
time, the geographical size of Mecklenburg
County has also expanded exponentially.
Attorneys have become more and more
specialized, creating smaller sub-groups of
attorneys who have less interaction with
attorneys outside their specialty. There is no
longer a “Law Building” where all the attorneys
in Mecklenburg County can meet, greet and
socialize. In short, opportunities for face-to-face
contact with fellow attorneys has diminished
dramatically and been replaced by less personal
emails, and more recently texting and tweeting.

The MCB is working to increase the
networking opportunities of its members. Last
year, under the able leadership of Committee
Co-Chairs Sally Higgins and Doug Jarrell, the
Bar instituted a Lawyers Luncheon Series. The
Luncheon Series was a great success in its first
year, and provides an excellent opportunity for
attorneys to leave the office for an hour or so,
meet old friends or make new friends, have a
nice lunch, and listen to an engaging speaker.
The MCB intends to continue this fine program
again this year. I hope you will check it out.

At some point in the near future, the MCB
will outgrow its current facilities and will need to
move to or build a new Bar Center. Although
this is a daunting prospect, having a larger and
more functional Bar Center raises all sorts of new
possibilities for providing networking
opportunities and social contacts. My wish list
for a new Bar Center includes, among other
things, an attorney lounge area where Bar
members can sit, have a cup of coffee, network,
socialize, or simply read the newspaper.

In the age of twitter, the MCB would be
short-sighted not to appreciate the significance
of other forms of communication and
networking. Since December 2006, the number
of Facebook users has increased by 500 percent
to over 250 million people. A quarter billion
people now have Facebook profiles, including,
no doubt, many MCB attorneys, mostly of more
recent vintage. If our Bar does not recognize
these new forms of social media, we are severely
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Authors of Bestselling Book,
Picking Cotton, To Speak at
Law & Society Luncheon

By PETE ANDERSON & CARL HORN 111,
Law & SOCIETY COMMITTEE CO-CHAIRS

We are very pleased to announce that Jennifer
Thompson-Cannino and Ronald Cotton, co-authors
of the bestselling book Picking Cotton, will be the
keynote speakers for the 20th annual Law & Society
Luncheon on Thursday, November 19, 2009 at the
Uptown Hilton Hotel.

The story behind Picking Cotton is both moving
and dramatic. It begins with the violent 1984 rape of
22 year old college student, Jennifer Thompson-
Cannino who was convinced that the man she
identified from a police lineup, Ronald Cotton, was
her assailant. Tried, convicted, and sentenced to life
imprisonment, Cotton served 11 years in North
Carolina’s Central Prison in Raleigh — until DNA
testing proved that he was innocent of the crime of
which he stood convicted.

Twelve years after discovering the error that had
sent an innocent man to prison, Ms. Thompson-
Cannino and Mr. Cotton co-authored a book which
landed on the New York Times Bestseller List in less
than a month. Their story is more than another exam-
ple of the potential unreliability of eyewitness testimony,
or the conviction of an innocent man. It is a moving
personal story of apology and forgiveness. The close
friendship that develops between the “accuser” and the
“accused” puts this real-life drama in a class of its own.

Name

$35/person Lunch only
$75/person Lunch and 1-hour CLE credit (CLE credit PENDING, visit www.meckbar.org for details)

Publisher’s Weekly described the book as
“riveting,” Studs Terkel as “remarkable. ..powerful...a
MUST read.” Helen Prejean, the author of Dead
Man Walking, writes that Picking Cotton “will break
your heart and lift it up again,” and Barry Scheck of
the Innocence Project hails the message as
“compelling and profound.” The authors have
appeared on the Today Show, NPR’s Diane Rehm
Show and 60 Minutes. You may visit
www.pickingcottonbook.com to learn more.

The 20th annual Law & Society Luncheon will
include the presentation of the Mecklenburg Bar
Foundation’s highest honor, the Ayscue Professionalism
Award. Past award winners have included NC
Supreme Court Chief Justice Sarah Parker and
Joseph W. Grier Jr. Please mark your calendars for
what is bound to be a very memorable event.

The annual Law & Society Luncheon gives
lawyers an opportunity to enjoy good fellowship and
an inspiring message, and to support the good work of
the Mecklenburg Bar Foundation. We also encourage
you to bring along nonlawyer friends and colleagues
because this is one of the rare Bar and Bar Foundation
events open to the public. For more information on
firm sponsorships or how you can help promote this
year’s event and/or support the Mecklenburg Bar
Foundation, please contact Pete Anderson or Carl
Horn (both at 704-372-7370) or Events Coordinator
Leah Reed at Ireed@meckbar.org. @

Company name

Address

E-mail

Phone

Fax

| am enclosing a check payable to Mecklenburg County Bar TOTALING
Please mail your registration form and check by 11/12/09 to
Law & Society Luncheon, 438 Queens Road, Charlotte, North Carolina 28207

Nominations Sought for
Professionalism Award

Nominations are being sought for the
Mecklenburg Bar Foundation’s 2009 Ayscue
Professionalism Award. The award will be presented
at the Law & Society Luncheon on November 19,
2009

The Ayscue Professionalism Award recognizes
exemplary professionalism, as broadly defined.
Criteria may include one or more of the following:
¢ Qutstanding service through or on behalf of the

Mecklenburg County Bar or the Mecklenburg

Bar Foundation for the benefit of the legal

community or the community at large.

www.meckbar.org

e  Substantial and significant service to the
community, to the Bar, or to the justice system,
whether on the basis of lifetime contributions or
a specific project.

®  Embodiment of the traits to which all attorneys
should aspire: high ethical standards, model
conduct, unquestioned integrity, and consistent
competence.

Nominations should be sent by Friday, October
16, 2009, to Nancy Roberson, Executive Director,
Mecklenburg Bar Foundation, 438 Queens Road,
Charlotte, NC 28207. @



CLE Courses

Consider the MCB CLE Advantage

Your Bar offers high-quality, incredibly
convenient and cost-effective Continuing
LLegal Education programs right here in
Mecklenburg County. The feedback on our
accreditation and evaluation forms
consistently rates our training as excellent.
We offer live and prerecorded CLEs at the
Mecklenburg County Bar (MCB) Center, local
sites, and even at your own office. You can
also view our online programs right at your
desk—24/7. Our programs are competitively
priced with rarely any additional long-
distance travel expenses. Our customer
service is friendly, competent, and
knowledgeable. Support your local Bar by
getting your CLE credits through the courses
listed.

In-House Video Replays

You can bring CLE video replays to your firm
by contacting Lisa Armanini at
larmanini@meckbar.org or CLE Assistant
Sally Kenney at skenney@meckbar.org. At
least three attorneys must view the course,
and Lisa or Sally need at least 30 days
notice. Video replay hours do not count
towards the four-hour online allotment.

Online Programs

Online CLE Programs are available on
demand, 24 hours a day at
www.meckbar.org. The N.C. State Bar
allows up to four hours of online courses
annually-video and live programs do not
count towards that total. The MCB endorses
Education Over the Net as our online hosting
service. Customer service line 800/590-
6867.

Annual Pass

Purchase a CLE Annual Pass for $695 and
get up to 24 hours of CLE credits. Program
materials are yours at no additional cost and
State Bar CLE fees are paid for you. After
you have reached the 24 hour limit, you may
purchase additional CLE courses for $30 an
hour. Valid from 7/1/09 to 6/30/10. The CLE
Annual Pass does not include online
programming or courses running more than
12 hours in length. Non-transferable.

EDITORIAL POLICY

The Mecklenburg Bar News accepts editorial and

advertising material of general legal interest to the
practicing Bar of the 26th Judicial District. The
implicit purposes of the newsletter, website, and
related methods of communication are to educate
members of the Mecklenburg County Bar and to
create and maintain shared communication with its
members. The Communications Committee reserves
the right to accept, reject, or edit all material.

DISCLAIMER Efforts will be made to provide
information of interest that is timely, accurate, and
relevant to the legal community. The Mecklenburg
County Bar is not responsible for misprints,
typographical errors, or misinformation in The
Mecklenburg Bar News. The views and opinions are
not necessarily those of the 26th Judicial District Bar.

Communications Committee: Tricia Derr,
Chair, Judge Bob Johnston, Mike Daisley, Alan
Edmonds, Will Esser, Jon Goldberg, Allison Karp,
Charles Keller, Rhea Kelley, John Lassiter, Phillip
Lewis, Nancy Roberson, Michael Shor, Russ Traw

Live Programs

Why Using ADR For Resolving Disputes
Can Be Your Best Option

CLE Credit: 2.5 General and 0.5 Ethics hours
Date: Wednesday, September 9, 2009
Time: Registration 8:30 a.m.

Program: 9:00 a.m. — 12:00 p.m.
Location: MCB Center
Fees: $175 attorney rate;

$90 paralegal rate

Understanding the Basics and
Practicalities of Real Estate Commission
Law and Rules-Sponsored by the MCB

Real Property Section
CLE Credit: 3.0 General hours
Date: Thursday, September 10, 2009
Time: Registration 8:30 a.m.

Program: 9:00 a.m. — 12:00 p.m.
Location: MCB Center
Fees: $175 attorney rate;

$150 MCB Real Property Section
Member;
$75 paralegal

Residential and Commercial Landlord-
Tenant Law 2009-Practical & Ethical
Concerns

CLE Credit: 3.0 General and 1.0 Ethics hours
Date: Wednesday, September 16, 2009
Time: Registration 8:30 a.m.

Program: 9:00 a.m. — 2:00 p.m.
Location: MCB Center
Fees: $175 attorney rate;

$49 pro bono attorney rate;
$25 LANC/LSSP rate
Video replay dates at the MCB Center from
9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. on Wednesday,
October 21, 2009; Wednesday, November
18, 2009 and Wednesday, December 16,
2009

Diversity Initiatives for the Legal
Profession in Charlotte

CLE Credit: 1.75 Ethics hours

Date: Thursday, 17, 2009

Time: Registration 3:00 p.m.
Program: 3:30 p.m. — 5:30 p.m.

Location: Hilton Charlotte Center City

Fees: $20 participant rate

Code Enforcement: 2009 Code Changes
& Technology Process Improvements

CLE Credit: 10.0 General hours

Dates: Wednesday, September 23 and
Thursday, September 24, 2009

Time: Registration 7:30 a.m.
Program: 8:00 a.m. — 2:30 p.m.
each day

Location: Hal Marshall Bldg.,

700 N. Tryon Street
Fees: TBD
The Rise of Corporate Compliance

Sponsored by the MCB Criminal Law and
Corporate Counsel Sections

CLE Credit: 1.0 General hour
Date: Tuesday, September 29, 2009
Time: Registration 11:30 a.m.

Program: 12:00 p.m. — 2:00 p.m.
Location: McGuireWoods
Fees: $75 attorney rate;

$35 paralegal rate

New Lawyer Orientation/Courthouse 101
Sponsored by the MCB Young Lawyers
Section

CLE Credit: 3.0 General hours + 1.0 Ethics
hour

Date: Thursday, October 2, 2009

Time: Registration 8:30 a.m.
Program: 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Location: TCA Training Room 4th floor,
Charlotte Mecklenburg
Courthouse

Fees: $175 Attorney rate; $

135 MCB Young Lawyer/New
admittee rate;
$75 paralegal rate

Keys for Successful Trust Account
Practices

CLE Credit: 2.0 General hours

Date: Thursday, October 8, 2009

Time: Registration 12:00 p.m.
Program: 12:30 p.m. — 2:30 p.m.

Location: MCB Center

Fees: $125 attorney rate;

$60 paralegal rate
Just Because You’re a Lawyer...Doesn’t
Make You Interesting
CLE Credit: 3.0 General hours
Thursday, October 15, 2009

Time: Registration 8:30 a.m.
Program: 9:00 a.m. — 12:00 p.m.

Location: TCA Training Room 4th floor,
Charlotte Mecklenburg
Courthouse

Fees: $175 attorney rate;

$75 paralegal rate

Conservation Easements

CLE Credit: 3.0 General hours
Date: Friday, November 13, 2009
Time: Registration 8:30 a.m.

Program: 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Location: MCB Center
Fees: $175 attorney rate;

$90 paralegal rate
9th Banking and Finance Forum

CLE Credit: 6.0 General hours

Date: Friday, November 20, 2009

Time: Registration 8:30 a.m.
Program: 9:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m.

Location: International Trade Center

Fees: $295 Attorney Rate;

$135 Paralegal Rate

2010 Annual Review

CLE Credit: 12.0 Total hours (8.0 General; 3.0
Ethics and 1.0 Mental
Health/Substance Abuse)

Friday, February 12 and Saturday,
February 13, 2010

Registration 30 minutes prior to
program start

Program: Friday 9:00 a.m. - 5:00
p.m. and Saturday 8:00 a.m. —
1:00 p.m.

Location: TBA

Fees: $545 attorney rate;
$275 paralegal rate

Dates:

Time:
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Fellowships Support Local
Public Interest Organizations

By RANDEL E. PHILLIPS,
McCMILLAN COMMITTEE CHAIR

Seven promising law students, each awarded a
2009 McMillan Fellowship, enjoyed hands-on
experience in public interest law this summer. The
annual Fellowships, awarded by the Mecklenburg Bar
Foundation, honor the legacy of the late U.S. District
Judge James B. McMillan.

The seven McMillan Fellows were selected based
on their academic record, past experience, interest in
practicing public interest law in the Charlotte area and
the hiring agency’s summer work program. The public
interest law agencies that hosted 2009 McMillan
Fellows included the Council for Children’s Rights
(CCR); the U.S. Attorney’s Office; International
House; Legal Services of Southern Piedmont (LSSP);
and the Mecklenburg County District Attorney’s
Office.

Laura McDonald worked on the CCR’s Individual
Advocacy Team, one of five CCR teams in
operation. Laura stated that the CCR staff displayed
a sincere dedication and heartfelt commitment to
their work that enriched her Fellowship experience.
McDonald’s time at CCR was allocated to resolution
meetings with clients and civil dealings.

Miranda Mills worked at the Mecklenburg
County District Attorney’s Office, spending most of
her time in misdemeanor court. She assisted in case
matters ranging from probation violations to assaults,
as well as traffic court. She said her experience
provided a continually changing environment, and
that she appreciated a summer without billable hours.
Mills went on to say her time at the District
Attorney’s office gave her a greater consideration for
the issues people face in their day-to-day lives.

Ashley Morris, a rising 2L at the University of
North Carolina School of Law with a specific interest
in immigration law, worked under the supervision of
immigration attorney Anne Crotty at the
International House. Morris said her experience at
International House was sobering. She spoke of the
seriousness of immigration work, realizing her clients
were depending on her to preserve their status.

Laura Niedosik, a rising 3L at the Charlotte
School of Law, provided support for LSSP’s
unemployment benefit hearings. The majority of her
time was allocated to interviewing individuals denied
unemployment assistance. When asked what had
surprised her about the experience she described the
astonishing number of persons without basic
resources. Many of her clients did not have adequate
access to such basics as telephones and transpor-
tation; an eye opening realization for Niedosik.

Lila Riley, a rising 3L at the Elon School of Law,
provided research and writing assistance to supervising
attorneys at the U.S. Attorney’s Office. She also
spent time in Asheville for the beginning of a federal
hearing. She noted that her experience solidified her
plans to work in a government or public agency.
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2009 McMillan Fellows
(front row left to right): Lila
Riley; Ashley Morris;
Miranda Mills; (back row left
to right) Brent Shultheis;
Laura McDonald; Laura
Niedosik; and Natasha
Sanday.

Natasha Sandy, a rising 3L at the Appalachian
School of Law, assisted with LSSP’s tax clinic. Her
clients were primarily low-income individuals needing
assistance to stay in their homes or reduce their liabil-
ities. Sandy said prior to her fellowship she had never
worked extensively with taxes. Through this Fellow-
ship, she gained tremendous confidence in herself
and an appreciation for the support of colleagues.

Brent Shultheis, a rising 2L at University of
Virginia School of Law, said his time at the U.S.
Attorney’s Office offered exposure that has been
absent from his formal legal education. He described
his experiences working on appellate briefs, and the
enjoyment he received contributing to diverse
assignments. Shultheis said he admired the
compassion of the attorneys with whom he worked.

The Fellows, along with their supervisors, were
recognized at a dinner hosted by the McMillan Fund
Committee at the home of Committee member
Maria G.B. Long and her husband Rob Smith on
June 24. Committee members recounted memories of
Judge McMillan from a time when— in committee
member Osborne E. Ayscue Jr.'s words— “all of the
lawyers in Mecklenburg County knew one another.”
The stories, often inspiring and funny, filled Long’s
home with laughter while illustrating the work and
principles of Judge McMillan. During dinner, the
Fellows reported on their summer work experiences.

The McMillan Fellowships are funded, in large
part, by the proceeds from the annual McMillan
Dinner, a collaborative effort by the McMillan Fund
Committee and the Mecklenburg County Bar’s
Special Committee on Diversity. The McMillan
Fund Committee would like to thank Compass
Group USA, Inc.; Goodrich Corporation; Moore &
Van Allen; Robinson, Bradshaw & Hinson; the
Charlotte School of Law; and the many individual
contributors for their support of the 2009 McMillan
Fellowships. VCE)

Join the Lawyer
Referral Service

The LRS Office receives more than 30 client
calls each day. Take advantage of our client screening
and referral service, become an LRS panel member.
Annual membership is only $150.00.

Contact Mary Jordan Mullinax at
mjmullinax@meckbar.org or 704/375-8624 ext. 115

to receive an application.

Meckienburg
County Bar
Membership
Directory

Feature Your Firm in the Blue
Pages by September 30, 2009
More than 5,000 MCB Directories are
distributed each year. Attorneys listed in the blue
pages or “Areas of Concentration” under their
specialized area of law are at the fingertips of their
colleagues needing to make a referral. List your first
area of concentration for $100, each additional
specialty is only $25, identify your listings with a
specific foreign languages for only $25. Visit
www.meckbar.org for an order form.

Update Your Contact Information
by October 30, 2009

Please update your contact information if it has
changed. You may log-in to your account on
www.meckbar.org to confirm and/or edit your current
contact information or email Jill Wiggins at
jwiggins@meckbar.org. All changes must be made by
October 30, 2009 to be reflected in the MCB 2009-
10 Membership Directory. @

UPDATED:

Fall Swearing In
Ceremony

Thursday, October 1, 2009
Registration: 2:30 p.m. — 3:45 p.m.
Swearing In Ceremony: 4 p.m. — 5:30 p.m.
Signing of Oaths: 5:30 p.m. — 6 p.m.
Reception: 6 p.m. -7 p.m.
Location: Marriott City Center

Visit www.meckbar.org for details and
registration information.

Sometimes you need more than an
insurance agent, you need a friend.

After a catastrophe it’s hard to know where to start.

Let Nationwide’ be your first step.

Paul McArthur

McArthur Insurance Agency, Inc.

1850 East 3rd St., Suite 210, Charlotte

375-5450
mcarthp@nationwide.com
www.mcarthurinsurance.com

THANKS for Making Us
#1in North Carolina.

Nationwide’
On Your Side

Nationwide

Convenient to Downtown Charlotte. We’'ll come to you.

Source: AM BEST 2007 Combined Lines
©2008 Nationwide Mutual Insurance

Auto  Home Life Business

PC
Company and Affiliated Companies. Nationwide Life Insurance Company. Home office: Columbus, Ohio 43215-2220. Nationwide, the Nationwide Framemark and On Your Side are federally
nce products only in FL.

i registered service marks of Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company. Not available in all states. We offer non-Nationwide homeowners insurance

www.meckbar.org







