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From the President

Finding
Opportunity in
Adversity

I recently attended a
public forum sponsored
by the Community
Building Initiative (CBI)
which focused on the
impact of the economic
downturn on Charlotte-
Mecklenburg and what

can be done to lessen the impact. Many
participants were representatives of non-profit
agencies such as Crisis Assistance Ministries.
Others represented government agencies. Still
others represented concerned citizens at all levels
of the economic spectrum. The one common
denominator among all the disparate groups
represented was that each was being forced by
the economy to do more with less. Despite the
grim statistics—double digit unemployment,
funding slashed, donations down and savings
evaporated—there was little hand wringing.
Rather, the conversation focused on dealing with
the reality of the dismal economic situation by
taking advantage of it.

Taking advantage of an economic recession?
Seems counter-intuitive. However, each of us,
both as individuals and as members of the legal
community, can and should use the recession as
an opportunity to re-evaluate our priorities and
make adjustments and improvements in our
personal and professional lives. In short, to find
opportunity in adversity. As one wise
philosopher once said, “The difficulties of life are
intended to make us better, not bitter.”

The Mecklenburg County Bar (MCB) and
our members have not been immune from the
vagaries of the economy. Law firm revenues are
down. Lawyers are being laid off. Individual savings
and investments have evaporated. Although
MCB as an organization has been less impacted
by the recession than most, there are many things
the Bar has done and must continue to do to
turn adversity into opportunity. These include
re-examining the Bar’s core mission, goals and
priorities and making adjustments as needed,
improving management structures and systems,
eliminating or scaling back non-essential functions
and, if appropriate, re-directing resources into
services and programs to better serve members.

Here are a few examples of what MCB has
done or is doing to make itself more effective
and more relevant to its members:
1. Improve Management Structure and

Techniques. The Bar leadership and staff
have reviewed and revised the MCB Bylaws
to clarify the roles of the President, Vice
President and President-Elect to ensure that
key functions, such as oversight of
Committees and Sections, are accomplished.
The Bar, through the Strategic Planning
Committee, is also reviewing its overall
organizational structure to see if it maximizes

Patrick E. Kelly,
MCB President
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by Robert P. Johnston

Mark R. Bernstein was
presented the H. Brent
McKnight Renaissance
Lawyer Award at the Annual
Meeting of the North Carolina
Bar Association (NCBA). He
is the fourth recipient of the
award. Other recipients from
Mecklenburg County include
Peter S. Gilchrist III (2006)

and E. Osborne Ayscue Jr. (2007).
According to a NCBA press release, the award

recognizes “those North Carolina attorneys whose
trustworthiness, respectful and courteous treatment of
all people, enthusiasm for intellectual achievement
and commitment to excellence in work, and service
to the profession and community, inspire others.”
The Award is named after the H. Brent McKnight, a
U.S. District Court Judge who died in 2004 while
serving on the U.S. District Court for the Western
District of N.C.

Retired Of Counsel with Parker Poe Adams &

Bernstein LLP, Bernstein received his bachelor’s
degree in history from the University of Pennsylvania
in 1952 and his law degree from Yale University in
1957. He has served as president of the Mecklenburg
County Bar, the Golden Circle Theatre, the Charlotte
Symphony, the Charlotte Civitan Club, Temple Beth-
El, Olde Providence Racquet Club, the American
Symphony Orchestra League, the Foundation of
Shalom Park, Inc., the Charlotte Jewish Community
Center, Inc., and the Charlotte Lodge of B’nai B’rith.
In addition, he has provided board leadership to more
than 20 organizations and corporations, serving as
chairman of the N.C. Economic Development Board,
the Mayor’s Committee for a Performing Arts Center,
and the Foundation For The Carolinas.

In a recent interview in North Carolina Lawyers
Weekly, Bernstein said, “… my hope is that my legacy
to the Bar would be to encourage the lawyers to
broaden their horizons beyond the practice of law and
draw their inspiration from the Renaissance and from
people like Brent McKnight. By doing so, they will
live much fuller and more rewarding lives.”

Bernstein Receives McKnight Renaissance Lawyer Award

Bernstein

Legal Aid of N.C. Names
Holderness Attorney of Year

Legal Aid of North
Carolina recently named
Thomas P. Holderness Pro
Bono Attorney of the Year.
Legal Aid of North Carolina is
a statewide, nonprofit 501(c)3
law firm that provides free legal
services in civil matters to low
income people to help ensure
equal access to justice and to
remove legal barriers to economic opportunity.

Holderness, whose practice focuses on business
disputes regarding claims of money mismanagement,
contract disputes and taxes, has reached settlements
and quick resolutions to numerous landlord-tenant
disputes in the last year. He has been an active youth
coach for the last 20 years and is an Elder at First
Presbyterian Church.

He obtained his B.S. in 1986 and his J.D. in 1990
from the University of North Carolina.

Holderness

NCADA Elects Allen President
The North Carolina

Association of Defense
Attorneys (NCADA) elected
David N. Allen president at
its 32nd Annual Meeting.
Allen will serve a one-year
term as president of the
organization.

A partner in the
litigation department of

Parker Poe Adams & Bernstein LLP, Allen served
on the Board of Directors of the NCADA from
1998-2000 and 2005-2009. He is a State Bar
Councilor for the 26th Judicial District and serves
on the Ethics Committee of the Mecklenburg
County Bar.

He obtained his undergraduate degree from
UNC-Chapel Hill in 1977 and his J.D. from the
UNC-Chapel Hill School of Law in 1980.

Pridgen is NCBA President-Elect
Eugene C. Pridgen was

elected president-elect of the
North Carolina Bar
Association (NCBA) at its
recent Annual Meeting in
Asheville. He will serve as
the 116th president of the
NCBA in 2010-11 and will
follow Charlottean John R.
Wester, the current president.

Administrative partner
for K & L Gates, Pridgen served on the NCBA’s
Board of Governors from 2003-2006 and was chair of
the Development Committee and the Citizen Lawyer
Task Force.

He received his B.S. from North Carolina State
University in 1969, his M.B.A. from Wake Forest
University in 1975, and his J.D. from Wake Forest
University School of Law in 1978.

Allen

Pridgen

Fall Swearing
In Ceremony
Thursday, September 24, 2009

(Date tentative)
Registration: 2:30 p.m. – 3:45 p.m.

Swearing In Ceremony:
4 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.

Signing of Oaths: 5:30 p.m. – 6 p.m.

Reception: 6 p.m. – 7 p.m.

Location: TBA

Visit www.meckbar.org for details
and registration information.

MCBNews8-09v9:MCBNews  7/20/09  4:22 PM  Page 1



Consider the MCB CLE Advantage

Your Bar offers high-quality, incredibly
convenient and cost-effective Continuing
Legal Education programs right here in
Mecklenburg County. The feedback on our
accreditation and evaluation forms
consistently rates our training as excellent.
We offer live and prerecorded CLEs at the
Mecklenburg County Bar (MCB) Center,
local sites, and even at your own office. You
can also view our online programs right at
your desk–24/7. Our programs are
competitively priced with rarely any
additional long-distance travel expenses.
Our customer service is friendly, competent,
and knowledgeable. Support your local Bar
by getting your CLE credits through the
courses listed.

In-House Video Replays

You can bring CLE video replays to your firm
by contacting Lisa Armanini at
larmanini@meckbar.org or CLE Assistant
Sally Kenney at skenney@meckbar.org. At
least three attorneys must view the course,
and Lisa or Sally need at least 30 days
notice. Video replay hours do not count
towards the four-hour online allotment.

Online Programs

Online CLE Programs are available on
demand, 24 hours a day at
www.meckbar.org. The N.C. State Bar
allows up to four hours of online courses
annually–video and live programs do not
count towards that total. The MCB endorses
Education Over the Net as our online
hosting service. Customer service line
800/590-6867.

Annual Pass

Purchase a CLE Annual Pass for $695 and
get up to 24 hours of CLE credits. Program
materials are yours at no additional cost and
State Bar CLE fees are paid for you. After
you have reached the 24 hour limit, you may
purchase additional CLE courses for $30 an
hour. Valid from 7/1/09 to 6/30/10. The CLE
Annual Pass does not include online
programming or courses running more than
12 hours in length. Non-transferable.

Who Moved My Job?
Guidelines for Job-Loss Grief Recovery for the

Legal Community
CLE Credit: 3.0 Mental Health hours each

seminar
Dates: Tues., August 18 and Wednesday,

August 19, 2009
Time: Registration 15 minutes prior to

program
Program: Seminar I (8/18/09)
8:45 a.m. – 11:45 a.m.;
Seminar II (8/18/09)
1:15 p.m. – 4:15 p.m.;
Seminar III (8/19/09)
8:45 a.m. – 11:45 a.m.

Location: MCB Center
Fees: $110 attorney rate per Seminar or

$275 for all three;
$55 paralegal rate per Seminar or
$120 for all three

MCB Family Law Section 2009 Update
CLE Credit: 4.0 General Hours
Date: Thurs., August 27, 2009
Time: Registration 12:00 p.m.

Program: 12:30 p.m. – 4:45 p.m.
Location: Junior League of Charlotte
Fees: $175 attorney rate;

$150 MCB FLS attorney rate;
$75 paralegal rate

Why Using ADR For Resolving Disputes
Can Be Your Best Option
CLE Credit: 2.5 General and 0.5 Ethics hours
Date: Wed., September 9, 2009
Time: Registration 8:30 a.m.

Program: 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Location: MCB Center
Fees: $175 attorney rate;

$90 paralegal rate

Residential and Commercial Landlord-
Tenant Law 2009–Practical & Ethical
Concerns
CLE Credit: 3.0 General and 1.0 Ethics hours
Date: Wed., September 16, 2009
Time: Registration 8:30 a.m.

Program: 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Location: MCB Center
Fees: $175 attorney rate;

$49 pro bono attorney rate;
$25 LANC/LSSP rate

Video replay dates at the MCB Center
from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. on Wed.,
October 21, 2009; Wed., November 18,
2009 and Wed., December 16, 2009

Diversity Initiatives for the Legal
Profession in Charlotte
CLE Credit: 1.75 Ethics hours
Date: Thurs., September 17, 2009
Time: Registration 3:00 p.m.

Program: 3:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.
Location: Hilton Charlotte Center City
Fees: $20 participant rate

Corporate Compliance
CLE Credit: 1.0 General hour
Date: Tues., September 29, 2009
Time: Registration 11:30 a.m.

Program: 12:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Location: McGuireWoods
Fees: $75 attorney rate;

$35 paralegal rate

Keys for Successful Trust Account
Practices
CLE Credit: 2.0 General hours
Date: Thurs., October 8, 2009
Time: Registration 12:00 p.m.

Program: 12:30 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.
Location: MCB Center
Fees: $125 attorney rate;

$60 paralegal rate

Conservation Easements
CLE Credit: 3.0 General hours
Date: Fri., November 13, 2009
Time: Registration 8:30 a.m.

Program: 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Location: MCB Center
Fees: $175 attorney rate;

$90 paralegal rate

2010 Annual Review
CLE Credit: 12.0 Total hours (8.0 General; 3.0

Ethics and 1.0 Mental
Health/Substance Abuse)

Dates: Fri., February 12 and
Sat., February 13, 2010

Time: Registration 30 minutes prior to
program start
Program: Fri. 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
and Sat. 8:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

Location: TBA
Fees: $545 attorney rate;

$275 paralegal rate

Live Programs
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Submit Dues
and Contact
Information by
Sept. 30
Membership Dues Late Fee

A $15 late fee will be imposed on all dues
payments not received by September 30, 2009. You
may pay your dues at www.meckbar.org or mail your
invoice and check to Mecklenburg County Bar, 438
Queens Rd., Charlotte, NC 28207.

Update Your Contact Information
Please update your contact information if it has

changed. You may log-in to your account on
www.meckbar.org to confirm and/or edit your current
contact information or email Jill Wiggins at
jwiggins@meckbar.org. All changes must be made by
September 30, 2009 to be reflected in the MCB
2009-10 Membership Directory.

S S
SMALL OFFICE SPACE AVAILABLE

SHARON ROAD

SOUTHPARK
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