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1.  The State will not prosecute your case if you successfully complete the S.T.E.P. Program.  The program is for one to two years.  There are three court phases, approximately four months each.  The average program completion time is around fifteen months.  

2.  By signing the papers today, you are saying you do not want a trial and that you can sign a statement admitting guilt to the facts stated in the Stipulation of Guilt.  That statement could be used against you if there were a trial.  Also, according to that agreement, you give permission to the police to destroy the drugs (where applicable) and allow the Lab Report to be used against you in the event there is a trial.  

3.  By signing the papers today you are saying that you want treatment and supervision through the S.T.E.P. Program for a substance abuse problem rather than through regular probation or your own efforts.

4.  You must follow instructions from the Court, the treatment provider, case coordinator and probation officer.  You will be required to attend group sessions and provide frequent urine and breath samples.  You are expected to see a case coordinator and probation officer regularly.  You are expected to appear in Court every two weeks at first, then less frequently based on your good contact and treatment performance in the program. You will be required to regularly attend AA/NA meetings, obtain a sponsor, pay treatment costs while in the program, and be of general good behavior.

5.  The goal of the program is to work with you to help you succeed in knowing about and establishing Recovery, and reducing the likelihood of your being re-arrested.  There are guidelines for incentives and sanctions that apply based on your performance.  If you do not comply, or if you fail to appear in court, then you will still be in the Program, but you may:

· Stay in treatment longer or have more intensive treatment;

· Have to report more often to the court, the case coordinator or probation officer;

· Have your bond revoked and go to jail. You may get treatment in jail.

· The judge may require you to do other things to help you comply (see the guidelines). 

6.  If your performance is very poor, or you are unwilling to continue, then you will not be able to continue with the Program and be terminated from the program unsuccessfully.  There are termination guidelines as well.  At any time you can withdraw from the Program and have your case heard in regular Court.

7.  Before entering the program you have been informed by your attorney about:

· Terms of Agreement for Deferring Prosecution

· State’s Discovery

· Stipulation of Guilt

· S.T.E.P Program Overview (attached)

· Who will be your attorney in the S.T.E.P. Program

8.  The Program encourages honesty about your progress in treatment and the program does work to help you.  However, any statements made in open court or to a probation officer or case coordinator (particularly about other crimes) other than as set out in the release of information form could be used against you.   Ask the treatment provider about your rights to confidentiality in treatment.  Ask your lawyer if you have any particular concerns about information before revealing it to others.

9.  I have read this or it was read to me this the _____ day of _____________, 200_.

     ____________________________________

     


Client 


