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POST-JUDGMENT SERVICES CENTER (phone 686-0230, fax 686-0325)
1. INTRODUCTION
The Post-Judgment Services Center, located in Suite 4000 of the Mecklenburg County Courthouse, provides a single point of contact to assure compliance with court orders and judgments. The majority of clients directed to Post-Judgment are in District Court, although some lower-level felony clients may also need their services. If your client is sentenced to some type of community punishment (or sometimes intermediate), chances are the client will need to head to the Post-Judgment Services Center to comply with the judgment. The various agencies within the Post-Judgment Services umbrella are the Chemical Dependency Center, Community Service Work Program, New Options for Violent Actions (NOVA), Treatment Alternatives to Street Crimes (TASC), Fine Collection, and Pretrial Release.

Additionally, the MCSO Court Liaison located in Post-Judgment provides security for the center, serves subpoenas, and is a check-in point for certain law enforcement officers scheduled to testify. When a judgment or order is entered in probation cases, the client must often report to Post-Judgment to register with one or more of these agencies.  Upon entering Post-Judgment, every client must sign in on a form on the main desk, indicating which agencies they are to meet with and also provide the receptionist with any cost bills, post-judgment forms from the courtroom clerk, assessments, etc. The client must then wait to be seen by the appropriate agencies. Defense counsel should help the client get registered, but it is usually not necessary to remain with the defendant after registration.

2. CHEMICAL DEPENDENCY CENTER (CDC) (phone 686-0234, fax 686-0322) 
CDC’s primary role is substance abuse assessment and treatment. All persons convicted of DWI must register with CDC and virtually all DWI sentences require a substance abuse assessment and compliance with the recommended treatment by the assessment agency. It is recommended that an assessment be obtained prior to a DWI plea. Obtaining a substance abuse assessment and enrolling in a treatment program is a statutory mitigating factor in DWI sentencing. It is also a requirement in obtaining both a pretrial and post judgment limited driving privilege. CDC currently charges $100 for an assessment (defendant is also charged $10 for the driving record) and does have financial services available to assist in setting up payment.

3. COMMUNITY SERVICE WORK PROGRAM (phone 342-6035)
The Community Service Work Program is fairly self-explanatory. If the defendant’s sentence carries a community service component, this is the agency that will tell the defendant where to perform such community service and track the defendant’s compliance (or non-compliance) with the schedule. There is an administrative fee associated with community service (currently $200). If the defendant is indigent or would otherwise have trouble paying this fee, you should inform the judge at sentencing and ask for help.
4. NEW OPTIONS FOR VIOLENT ACTIONS (NOVA) (phone 336-4344)
NOVA is a program designed to stop violence between intimate partners. Defendants must be referred by court, Youth and Family Services or a human service provider. Defendants cannot volunteer for NOVA or be referred by counsel prior to their case being heard. NOVA requires an admission of guilt in order to be admitted into the program. Virtually every sentence in domestic violence court carries with it a requirement that the defendant be screened for and successfully complete NOVA.

5. TREATMENT ALTERNATIVES TO STREET CRIMES (TASC) (phone 686-0254)
TASC is the agency charged with bridging the gap between a defendant’s sentence and treatment. TASC actually covers several different programs, including Drug Education School, DWI assessments and treatment programs, Deferred Prosecution, and a multitude of treatment services through its McLeod Addictive Disease Center (332-9001). If the defendant is charged with some type of substance crime, or has a substance abuse history, there is every possibility that TASC will be a part of that defendant’s sentence.
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6. FINE COLLECTION (phone 686-0240)
Fine Collection is exactly what it says. The agency develops, monitors, and enforces payment plans for fines and fees assessed by the court. Depending on the crime and sentence, a defendant may be looking at the payment of court costs, a fine, and/or restitution. Most defendants are not in a financial position to pay those amounts to the clerk’s office by 5:00 p.m. the day of court. Therefore, Fine Collection exists to work out and monitor a payment plan (monthly) so that a defendant can pay these amounts off. Bear in mind that Fine Collection is not automatic. Make sure that you request Fine Collection from the judge at the time of sentencing.
7. PRETRIAL RELEASE (phone 686-0233, fax 686-0323)
As a condition of virtually all pre-trial releases, a defendant has to call into Pretrial Release on a regular basis and check in at the office on the day of any scheduled court appearance.

8. CONCLUSION
It is important that a defendant understand that a community punishment does not mean he or she can walk out of the courthouse after sentencing with no obligations. Not completing community service, failing to complete the NOVA program, or falling behind (or simply not paying) through Fine Collection are just a few of many routes to an active sentence. Post-judgment services and the court have been increasingly diligent in monitoring compliance with these sentencing options and enforcing non-compliance with jail time.
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