
BYLAWS:  YOUNG LAWYERS SECTION

MECKLENBURG COUNTY BAR 

ARTICLE 1:  NAME AND PURPOSE 


1.1
Name.  The name of this Section of the Mecklenburg County Bar (hereinafter "MCB") shall be, “The Young Lawyers Section,” and shall be hereinafter designated simply as “the Section” and/or "YLD".


1.2
Purpose.  The purpose of the Section shall be to stimulate the interest and to encourage the participation of young lawyers in the purposes and objectives of the MCB, to carry on such professional and social activities as will be of assistance to young lawyers in the practice of law, and to conduct programs and projects of interest to the general public.


1.3
Fiscal Year.  The fiscal year of the Section shall be from July 1 through June 30. 


1.4
Limitations.  These Bylaws have been adopted subject to the Bylaws of the MCB.  In the event of conflict, the Bylaws of the MCB shall control. 

ARTICLE II:  MEMBERSHIP 



2.1
Eligibility.  All members of the MCB, of good standing, not over thirty-six years of age, or in the first three years of practice, shall be eligible for membership in the Section.

2.2
Termination of Membership.  Membership in the Section shall terminate automatically on the 30th day of June after a member attains thirty-six years of age, or, if over the age of thirty-six, after a member has practiced for three years, or upon such person's ceasing, prior to that time, to be a member in good standing of the MCB.

2.3
Dues.  Dues shall be set as determined by the Board of Directors of the Section.  Dues are payable to the MCB by July.  Charges for social functions shall be made as determined by the Board of Directors of the Section.


2.4
Section Membership for Non-Mecklenburg County Bar Members.  Aside from MCB members, any other person who holds a law license of any State Bar may also be enrolled as a member of the Section by the payment of annual Section dues.  Section dues for non-members of the MCB shall be determined by the Board of Directors.  Non-members of the MCB who become Section members are not eligible to become Officers of the Section, but they may freely volunteer to assist the other Officers in the performance of their Section responsibilities.    


2.5
The Membership.  Members so enrolled and whose dues are paid pursuant to the provisions of this Article shall constitute the Membership of the Section.  All members of the Mecklenburg County Judiciary shall become honorary members of the Section(s) of their choice.  The MCB President, President-Elect and Executive Director shall be ex-officio members of all Sections and Section governing bodies. 


2.6
Termination Of Membership.  Any member of the Section whose annual dues are delinquent as of September 1st shall cease to be a member of the Section.  Any person who ceases to be a member of the MCB shall forfeit section membership. 

ARTICLE III: BOARD OF DIRECTORS


3.1 
Composition.  The Board of Directors of this Section shall be composed of nine directors, three of whom shall also be the Officers of the Section, and who shall serve during the term of their respective offices.


3.2  
Duties of Board of Directors.  The Board of Directors of this Section shall have general supervision and control of the affairs and projects of the Section.


3.3
Election and Terms of Directors.  Directors shall be elected for three-year terms by the members of the Section at each Annual Meeting.  At the first meeting of the Section, the members shall elect six of the nine Directors, two of whom shall serve three years, two of whom shall serve for two years, and two of whom shall serve for one year, with the respective terms therefore expiring at the next Annual Meeting of the Section.  A Director may be removed by a majority vote of the remaining directors, with or without cause.  Any vacancy of the Board of Directors shall be filled by interim appointment made by a majority vote of the Board of Directors, with such appointees serving until the next meeting of the Section at which time a Director shall be elected to serve the balance of the term vacated.


3.4
Eligibility of Directors.  In order to be eligible for election to the Board of Directors, a person must be a member of the Section in good standing and must be eligible for membership in the Section for the full term for which elected.

ARTICLE IV:  OFFICERS 


4.1
Officers.  The Officers of the Section shall be the Chair, the Chair-Elect/Vice Chair, and the Secretary-Treasurer.   The Chair shall be appointed by the President of the MCB (with full consultation from the President-Elect and Vice President of the MCB).  All Officers must be members of the MCB.  


4.2
Chair.  The Chair shall preside at all meetings of the Section and the Board of Directors and shall perform such other duties and acts usually pertaining to this office.  He or she shall prepare a report of the activities of the Section for the past year for presentation at the Annual Meeting.  He/She shall appoint the chair and members of all committees of the Section who are to hold office during his/her term as Chair.  He/She shall plan and superintend the program of the Section during his/her term, subject to the direction and approval of the Board of Directors.  He/She shall superintend the performance of all activities of the Section.  He/She shall keep the Board of Directors duly informed and carry out its decisions.  He/She shall perform such other duties and acts as usually pertain to the office or as may be designated by the Board of Directors.  The Chair shall perform these and all other duties necessary for the term of one year.  The term will coincide with that of the President of the MCB. 


4.3
Chair-Elect/Vice Chair.  The Chair-Elect shall aid the Chair in the performance of his/her responsibilities in such a manner and to such extent as the Chair may request.  He/she shall perform such further duties and has such further powers as usually pertain to the office and may be designated by the President of the MCB, the Board of Directors or the Chair.  The Chair-Elect shall be elected by a quorum of the Section upon approval by the MCB Board of Directors.  To promote a graduated leadership sequence, the Chair-Elect will generally follow a line of succession to the position of Section Chair, subject to the final appointment approval of the incoming President of the MCB.  The Vice Chair shall perform the duties of the Chair at any time the Chair is unable to perform such duties.  He or she shall also be responsible for overseeing the Committees of the Section and the activities thereof.


4.4
Secretary-Treasurer.  The Secretary-Treasurer shall keep a true record and minutes of the proceedings of all meetings, give notice of all meetings and shall be the custodian of all books, papers, documents and other properties of the Section, and shall be responsible for the financial affairs of the Section.  He or She shall perform such other duties as may be assigned by the Chair.

4.5
Election and Terms of Office.  The Secretary-Treasurer shall be elected for a one-year term by the membership of the Section at the Annual Meeting.  The Chair-Elect shall be nominated by a vote of the membership at the Annual Meeting for final approval by the incoming President of the MCB.  The Chair and Chair-elect shall each serve term of one year.  An officer may be removed by a majority vote of the Board of Directors of this Section, with or without cause.  Any vacancy in an office shall be filled by interim appointment by majority vote of the Board of Directors of this Section until the next meeting of the Section at which a new officer shall be elected to serve for the balance of the term.


ARTICLE V: MEETINGS OF DIRECTORS

5.1
Monthly Meetings of Directors.  The Directors shall meet once each calendar month and at such meetings shall have full power and authority to take such action on behalf of the members of the Young Lawyers Section of the MCB, 26th Judicial District in all matters which may come before the Directors from time to time as the Directors shall deem proper and appropriate.  When a Director has failed to attend in person three consecutive scheduled meetings or one-half of the scheduled meetings held during any twelve month period, his or her role as a Director shall automatically terminate, and he or she shall be so notified by the Secretary in writing within thirty (30) days of the absence resulting in termination.  A Director so notified may by written request to the Secretary be allowed to appear at the next scheduled meeting following his or her receipt of the notice of termination to request reinstatement, and the remaining Directors may, at their discretion, after the appearance of the terminated Director and for good cause shown, reinstate him or her to his or her previous position upon a majority vote of the remaining Directors.  Any request for reinstatement must be filed with the Secretary at least three business days prior to the next scheduled meeting of the Directors following receipt by the Director of the notice of termination.  A Director reinstated pursuant to the provisions of this paragraph shall be reinstated for the remainder of his or her elected term of office, subject to the provisions of these By-Laws, including the attendance requirements. 

ARTICLE VI:  MEETINGS


6.1
Annual Meeting.  The Annual Meeting of the Section shall be held at a place and on a date during June of each year, or as otherwise determined by the Board of Directors of this Section.  The time and place of the meeting shall be announced at least two weeks in advance.  Officers and Directors elected at the Annual Meeting shall take office effective on the 1st day of July of every year.  At the meeting, reports of Officers and Committees shall be delivered and Directors to serve on the Board of Directors of this Section and the Secretary-Treasurer shall be elected.  The Chair-Elect/Vice Chair shall be nominated by the membership of the Section pending approval by the incoming President of the MCB.


6.2
Other Meetings.  Other meetings of the membership of the Section, including a Mid-Year Meeting held in December, shall be held at such place and dates as may be determined by the Board of Directors of this Section.  The time and place of any membership meeting shall be announced at least two weeks in advance.


6.3
Quorum.  At all meetings, the members of the Section present shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business.  The latest edition of Robert's Rules of Order shall govern the proceedings.

ARTICLE VII: COMMITTEES

7.1
Committees.  The Chair, with the approval of the Board of Directors of this Section, shall designate the committees, both acting and standing, define their duties and appoint the committee chairs and members.

ARTICLE VIII: AMENDMENTS


8.1
Amendments.  These By-Laws may be amended at any meeting of the Section by a two-thirds vote of the members of the Section present and voting, provided that notice of the substance of the proposed amendments shall have been mailed e-mailed or posted on the web-site to all members of the Division at least two weeks before the meeting.

ARTICLE IX:  FISCAL YEAR 


9.1
Fiscal Year.  The Fiscal Year of the Section shall coincide with the fiscal year of the MCB. 

ARTICLE X:  TERMINATION 


10.1
Termination.  Upon Termination of the Section, the assets of the Section, net of liabilities, shall be transferred to the MCB.  
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